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PROGRAM: 

The January 1 1th program
will a presentation from
Jake Maendel on building up
colony numbers and manag-
ing large bee yards.

NEXT MEETING: Date is
January I I th ,7:30 pm @ the
River Heights Community Cen-
ter. Located at 1370 Grosvener
street.
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las ummepo

Winter Finally settles in!

Presidents Comments

Burr-- it is cold outside and in the hive too. The last two months of this
year re-enforce the beekeepers important work in September and October in
regard to feeding bees. These cold temperatures will keep the colony cluster
tight on those filled with syrup frames. The bees will stay in that tight cluster
until the temperatures rise enough to enable them to move laterally across the
frames onto more food. Bees don't die of freezing in the winter as long as the
basic cluster is large enough and the food is available next frames over.

The Executive met at the end of November and made plans for an exciting
and informative series of meetings for next year. See the January newsletter
for more details of the year to come.

Also the Nominations Committee presented an interim report that indicated
all positions were filled except that of 2nd Vice-President. You may be con-
tacted to fill/volunteer for that position and please consider being a part of
your RRAA executive for the upcoming year.

The overall price of bulk honey on the prairies seems to be hovering
around the $1.10+ level. Offshore imports into North America have been in
large enough quantities to lower the demand for Canadian honey for most of
this crop year. Let us hope that 2005 has an upturn in demand for Canadian
quality honey. This slow time for active beekeeping provides all of us with
the opportunity to examine our records of last year and make plans for queen
production next summer from the great honey producers of last summer.
Those beekeepers with the consistent 2001b+ colonies have developed strong
genetic stock that is successful for honey production as well as being healthy
in regard to mites and viruses. These are the colonies to examine in the spring
and mark for possible queen rearing potential. It is also time to do equipment
repairs or build new frames and boxes. Call up a few friends and have a frame/
box making party. Many hands make for light work for all. Beekeepers and



Page 2 Volume 2 Issue 1

Red River Apiarists' Association

Minutes of the Regular Meeting - Nov. 9, 2004 - 7:30 PM -
River Heights Community Club

- Charles Polcyn opened the meeting with a review of the eve-
nings agenda. There were 24 members and guests present.

Minutes:
- Walter Wright moved that the October minutes be adopted as

circulated with the November Bee Cause. No errors or omissions were
noted. Seconded by Dan Lecocq. Carried.
Treasurer's Report:

- Dennis Ross reported that the RRAA has $2270.13 in the
chequing account. There were no outstanding bills presented for payment.

- The RRAA has approximately 60 paid up members for 2004.
Dennis noted that six members have already paid their membership fees
for 2005.
Canadian Honey Council Report:

- Ron Rudiak commented on the progress of the COFFS
(CBISQT) program under development by the CHC.

- Ron also noted the need for CHC to have more money available
to accomplish work on behalf of beekeeping organizations across Canada

- Ron will provide information on the function of CHC and in-
clude a membership application for the next (January) issue of the Bee
Cause.
Election Committee:

- An election committee (2 persons from the executive and 2 from
the general membership) was assigned the job of selecting candidates for
our January election.
Jim Campbell, Charles Polcyn, John Spear and Walter Wright are on the
election committee.
Loonie Draw:

-Cory Pilek won two 500 g Containers of Bee Maid honey. A 1
Kg and a 500 g container of Bee Maid honey was won by Dan Lecocq.
Rheal Lafreniêre won the jar of pinewood honey and bar of honey soap
(donated by Walter Wright). Walter won a jar of honey and Emil Reknit
won the bee escape. Janina won the jars of honey from Austria. Thanks to
everyone who entered the draw and those who provided prize items.

Program:
- Margaret Smith's Manitoba beekeeping operation was featured

in a recent Canadian Business magazine article which included a colored
picture. A copy of the magazine was passed around for everyone to re-
view.

- Charles Polcyn gave a presentation on beekeeping in Armenia
and answered many questions from the attentive audience.

Ron Rudiak,
Secretary (RRAA)
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(Continued from page 1)

beekeeping organizations were asked to submit suggestions
to the Federal Dept of Agriculture by November 30th in
regard to potential changes in regulations regarding label-
ing and marketing of honey. A summary of what was sent
from RRAA is as follows:

There should only be three grades of honey-1, 2, 3 or
A, B, or C without any reference to Canada in the
grade.

(2) That if there is a blend of Canadian and another coun-
tries' honey on a store shelf label, the proportion or ra-
tio of honey is listed on that label so that the consumer
is informed of the mix ratio.

(3) That the source of honey by country as well as floral
source should be part of a label.

(4) The use of a 100% Canadian HONEY label is used
only on honey containers qualifying for that designa-
tion.

(5) That if the word HONEY is being used on a label that
is actually another product containing some honey,
there should be a minimum amount of actual honey in
that product to qualify to use that term for their market-
ing purposes. That is the short outline of what was sent
on behalf of the RRAA membership.

There are two important beekeeping meetings in Febru-
ary, one being the MBA Annual Meeting on Feb. 7 th & 8th
at the Polo Park Inn, and the other being the Annual Cana-
dian Honey Council meeting in Saskatoon from Febuary
1st to the 5th at the Sheraton Cavalier Hotel.
A reminder that there are two beekeeping courses being

offered in early spring, one being the 10 week beginner's
course at the U of Manitoba in late January,
And the other being the 5 day Master Beekeepers Course at
Simon Fraser University starting Feb.28th to March 4th,
2005. The phone number is (604) 291-4910 and the Web-
site is http://www.sfu.ca/Beemasters2005 . I took this course
in 2001, enjoyed it and learned a lot as well as met many
beekeepers, large and small from the western provinces and
states. Registration is limited to about 50, so act quickly if
you are interested. It is also nice to be in BC in early March
as the flowers are already out and your spouse will enjoy a
holiday. I hope the holiday season has been enjoyable for
all of you and best wishes for the New Year.

Yours in Beekeeping- Charles Polcyn

AA Note of Farew lenry Wiebe

The RRAA beekeeping world has been saddened by
the sudden death of Henry Wiebe who died on No-
vember 20th, 2004.
His funeral was on the 24th, and was attended by

several members of the RRAA executive as well as
other beekeeping friends. The church was crowded
with family and friends and many stories were shared
of his family life,his teaching career and beekeeping
events. Henry had started beekeeping in the late 70's,
and was operating up to 80 colonies in the 90's. He
had been a long time member of the Red River Apia-
rists'Association as well as the Manitoba
Beekeepers' Association. In the early 90's he served
as a vice-president of RRAA,and also served a term
as President in 1992. He was also a member of the
MBA Board of Directors from 1990 to 1992. He
was a bee inspector for several years when Don
Dixon was the Provincial Apiarist. He was able to
visit many beekeepers in the eastern part of Manitoba
in his travels,and always offered good advice and a
succinct analysis of their beekeeping situation.
I remember a visit he made to my homeyard in

Whitemouth,where he told me that when he arrived
at the yard he saw signs of skunks inside the fence,
bears outside and bees unhappy on both sides. The
note that he left said that he was a bee inspector,not a
skunk or bear chaser.
The beekeeping community will miss Henry's wry

sense of humour, challenging questions and readiness
to help out whenever asked.

Charles Polcyn- President, RRAA

Try to spot the virgin....

http://www.sfu.ca/Beemasters2005
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SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY

MEDIA Release
October 8, 2004

2005 BEE MASTERS SHORT COURSE

The 2005 Bee Masters Course will be offered February 28 — March 4, 2005 at Simon Fra-

ser University, Burnaby, British Columbia, Canada, just outside the scenic city of Vancou-

ver.

Bee Masters is a week-long, intensive course in advanced beekeeping that has been held

every second year for 53 years. The course is offered jointly by the B.C. Ministry of Agri-

culture, Food and Fisheries and Simon Fraser University, and includes topics spring, sum-

mer and fall management, overwintering, queen rearing, swarming, bee behaviour, hive

products, adult bee diseases, exotic mites, nucleus production, bee brood diseases, polli-

nation, and much more. The course combines illustrated lectures, laboratory periods, so-

cial events, lots of discussion, and an optional final examination. Participants are expected

to have previously kept bees and to have some knowledge about bees and beekeeping;

hobbyists, sideliners, and commercial beekeepers are welcome, and all will benefit from

and enjoy this course.

Lecturers for the 2005 course include Keith Delaplane, University of Georgia; Rob

Currie, University of Manitoba; Stephen Parnal, Agriculture Canada; Tanya Pankiw,

Texas A & M University; Mark Winston, Simon Fraser University; Paul van Westen-

dorp, BC Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Margriet Dogterom, Crop Polli-

nation Consultants and many others.

For further program and registration information contact:

Conference Services, The Halpern Centre

Simon Fraser University,

8888 University Drive,

Burnaby, B.C. CANADA V5A 1S6

Telephone: 604.291.3012 or 604.291.4910; Fax: (604) 291-3420

E-mail: Conference_Services@sfu.ca

Web-Site: http:// www.sfu.calbeemasters2005

mailto:Conference_Services@sfu.ca
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Beekeeping For the Hobbyist:

Non Credit Course
Offered by the Department of Entomology, University of Manitoba

Date: Eight Wednesdays from 2 Feb to 30 March from 7:30-9:30 p.m.

Location: 219 Animal Science/Entomology Building
Course Fee: $ 75 (does not include textbook)
Textbook : $25 - Beekeeping in Western Canada

Honey bees can be managed with ease by urban people. Besides the honey and bees wax they produce, and their value
as pollinators of various crops, their highly developed social organization provides fascinating material for study.

This series of lectures and demonstrations will deal with the nature of beekeeping; the life history, anatomy, and social
behaviour of bees; economics; how to manage colonies of bees; equipment and site selection; pollen and nectar produc-
ing plants, nectar flows; seasonal management ; pests, parasites diseases and their control; regulations; honey houses;
extracting equipment; grading and marketing honey and beeswax.

Registration: Limited enrolment. Registrants should come to the first meeting of the class unless notified otherwise.
Written requests for withdrawals involving tuition refund (subject to a $10 administration fee) will be accepted before
the SECOND meeting of the class. No refunds will be made after that date. The University reserves the right to cancel
any course and refund full fee, and to reschedule classes cancelled due to unavoidable circumstances.

Instructors:
Rheal Lafreniere, Provincial Apiarist, Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives
(945-4825) rlafrenier@gov.mb.ca

David Ostermann, Extension Apiarist, Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives
(945-3861) dostermann@gov.mb.ca

Tear off and Mail to:

Beekeeping Course
Dept. of Entomology,
University of Manitoba,
R3T 2N2
Enclosed is my course fee of $75 or $100 (course fees + textbook) payable to the Department of Entomology,
University of Manitoba.
Name Home Phone
Address  Business Phone
City Prov. Postal Code
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Looking forward in 2005

By David Ostermann

As we look to the new year, much can be said about the
year that was in 2004 and the challenges and opportunities
that lie ahead in 2005. Looking back, 2004 was a very inter-
esting year for Manitoba beekeepers, for sure! Coming off a
year of record high honey prices and very good honey
crops, beekeepers began the year optimistic about keeping
bees and the future of honey production. Not only was bee-
keeping fun and interesting, it was also very profitable!!
Spring weather came early and beekeepers took advantage
of the nice dry, warm conditions, moving out or unwrapping
their hives in March. It seemed winter was relatively short
and colonies looked strong and ready for whatever Mother
Nature could throw at them.

Well, what happened with the weather after that, no
one expected, and having endured is a testament to our abil-
ity to adapt to poor and unpredictable conditions. Rain and
colder weather... and more rain... afflicted beekeepers,
farmers, and Manitobans alike. Even though the unusual
weather caused nectar-producing crops like canola to be
seeded over a longer period of time in the "spring", the con-
ditions allowed for relatively few bee flying days, ulti-
mately hurting colony honey production. Still, some bee-
keepers said 2004 was average or better for honey produc-
tion.

Looking ahead to 2005, the main issues on our plate
include continuing to monitor and deal with resistant AFB,
effectively controlling varroa and diseases without compro-
mising honey quality, continuing to manage honey bee
colonies in a way that is at the same time enjoyable and
profitable. Emphasis continues to be on rotating a number
of treatments to manage parasites and diseases to ensure
longevity of existing products while, perhaps more impor-
tantly, minimising the risk of honey contamination. Im-
proved record keeping for better tracing of honey will help
secure our place in the global honey market. Recent re-
search in varroa control strategies, in particular with oxalic
acid and the fungus Metarhizium anisopliae, is very encour-
aging and addresses the importance of having additional op-
tions for controlling this serious mite.

Honey bees are, and always will be, a vital part of
agriculture. Around the world, honey bees provide essential
crop pollination and honey is looked upon as a unique and
valuable commodity. Canadian honey in particular is recog-
nized as being of high quality. Despite the challenges Mani-
toba beekeepers face, we continue to persevere. Discussing
the issues and working together is very important, as we
continue to work toward a common goal, of successful pro-
duction and marketing of a premium product.

Red River Apiarists' Association
Minutes of the Executive Meeting
Nov. 30, 2004 - 6:00 PM - Perkins Restaurant, Pembina &
Bishop Grandin
In attendance: - Charles Polcyn, Heather Laird, Rheal La-

tfreniere, Dennis Ross, Dan Lecocq, Jim Campbell, David
Osterman and Ron Rudiak

- Charles Polcyn opened the meeting with a written
report of the RRAA's events and activities for the year 2004.4
This report was reviewed to see if follow-up presentations
will be necessary and as an aid in planning future events.
RRAA Meeting Topics:

- January: Jake Maendel on building up colony
'numbers and managing large bee yards.

- February: Professor Rasoul Bahreini on oxalic
acid treatment for varroa mites.

- March: MBA and CHC news and updates from the
conventions.

- April: Spring Management
- May: Queen and bee production
Newsletter:
- Dan requested that the deadline for submissions be

moved ahead by one week so that his work load can be dis-
tributed over a few more days.

P - Charles will do an obituary for Henry Wiebe for
the January Bee Cause.

- Affirm that the deadline for renewing member-
ships in the RRAA is Feb. 28 (or 29). Moved by Jim and sec-
onded by Dennis. Carried Dan will provide that information
on the Membership Renewal Forms.

- Announce the Beekeeping Course that will be of-
fered at the U of M. The cost for the beginners course will be
$100.00 and start in January or February (2005).

- Include convention information. Rhêal will pro-
vide this information.
Treasurer's Report:

- Dennis Ross reported that the RRAA has
$2270.13 in the chequing account. There were no out-
standing bills presented for payment.
Election Committee:

- The election committee requested updated mem-
bership lists to contact prospective candidates for the RRAA
executive. Dennis will provide the list.
Discussion:

- Jim Campbell informed us that the coverage pro-
vided by our insurance, cost shared with the Manitoba Bee-
keepers' Assoc., has been reduced and provides liability pro-
tection only for planned events.

- Because our February meeting occurs during the
Tuesday evening of the MBA convention, it was decided that
we should see if it might be held at the Canad Inn (Polo
Park.) so that our members might also be encouraged to at-
tend the AFB and varroa workshop during the afternoon.
This 3 to 4 hour workshop, on Feb. 8 will cost $25.00
(includes lunch). Rob Currie, Rheal Lafreniere, David Oster-
mann and Steve Pernal will be the presenters.

- Rheal led a discussion on the CFIA request for
stakeholder comments on proposed changes to the Honey
Regulations. The deadline for comment is Nov. 30, 2004.
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GROWING OPPORTUNITIES 

Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives (MAFRI)
has unveiled a new plan for a modernized department that
will better meet the specialized needs of the province's ag-
riculture and agri-food sector for value-added production,
economic growth, information, service and food safety.

MAFRI staff, clients and industry partners have played a
significant role in developing Growing Opportunities, the
new vision for Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Ini-
tiatives. Fanning as a business has changed dramatically
and is reflected in all aspects of our provincial economy.
The department is adapting to an industry that is moving
forward with modern solutions to take advantage of new
techniques, scientific advances and market opportunities.

Goals of the plan include making specialized services avail-
able to clients through 20 expanded agricultural offices
now called Growing Opportunities Centres (GO Centres)
strategically located throughout the province.

GO Centres will provide producers and rural communities
with one-stop locations for services ranging from farm pro-
duction and rural economic development to business devel-
opment and financing, and crop insurance. The remaining
current agricultural office sites (GO Offices) will still pro-
vide important local services while tapping into the exper-
tise of GO Centres.

The changes are designed to shift the focus of agriculture
service to deal with a changing economy. Farmers and rural
communities need to capture value from their quality prod-
ucts and we need to provide improved services so they can
take advantage of new economic opportunities.

The GO Centres and GO Offices with be supported by four
Knowledge Centres that will focus on specific areas of ex-
pertise such as rural economic development; food commer-
cialization and marketing; crops, agri-environmental and
agri-food; and innovations for livestock and food safety.

In keeping with the spirit of the government's ongoing ef-
forts to improve efficiency, the Manitoba Crop Insurance
Corporation (MCIC) and the Manitoba Agriculture Credit
Corporation (MACC) will begin the process of bringing
together technology and human resources functions while
maintaining offices in Brandon and Portage la Prairie.

These initiatives build on enhancements already announced
including the establishment of an Office of the Chief Vet-
erinarian to help ensure the food supply system is safe and
help Manitoba's agri-food industries maintain public confi-
dence.

Rural communities have clearly stated they want their
district offices maintained to serve our farm families and
rural communities and we have listened to those con-
cerns. MAFRI staff have worked hard during some chal-
lenging times for the rural economy and they will all
have vital roles in our new and better department.

Issues of food safety, alternative energy, increasing the
role of technology in food production and processing, ad-
vancements in agri-medical links and new product devel-
opment keep the agriculture industry in the spotlight.
Manitoba has been a leader on many of these fronts and
through this development; we will continue to advance
with the changing times.

In regards to MAFRI's Apiculture program and staff,
Rheal Lafreniere and David Ostermann will continue to
run this program. Apiculture will be part of the new
"Crops Branch" located in Carman Manitoba. In fitting
with the new GO structure the Provincial Apiarist posi-
tion will now become a Business Management Specialist
and the Extension Apiarist positions will become a Farm
Production Extension Specialist. Although the job de-
scriptions for these new positions have not been finalized,
it is not expected that the changes will have a major af-
fect on the services currently offered to the beekeeping
industry. For more information regarding Growing Op-
portunities, please feel free to contact Growingopportuni-
ties@gov.mb.ca or contact the Apiculture office 945-
4825 or 945-3861.

Beekeeping in Armenia

Hartun,Sergey and Charles in NW Armenia near
the Turkey border examining a sticky board for
overnight mite drop with Apistan in a hive.The re-
sult was less than 20 mites.

mailto:Growingopportuni-ties@gov.mb.ca
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Bottom Up Management
By Ron Rudiak

One of the pleasures of beekeeping is opining up an active, healthy colony to observe the many activities of its
inhabitants. Hive observations are a necessary part of efficient and profitable beekeeping. I look for problems whenever I
remove a lid and routinely look at every frame in my brood chambers once a year during the spring and then any other
time that I go into a brood chamber for any reason. If a problem with a colony occurs, I will take off as many honey su-
pers as necessary to get at the brood chamber to remedy the problem. Of course this takes time and effort, but as I was
told many years ago, "you can pay now or pay much more later".

To make hive observations easier, I have installed screened bottom boards on every colony except for my mating
nucs. These sturdy accessories fit between the brood chamber and the bottom board. Every bottom board is reversed for
the summer which leaves an opening at the rear for a sheet metal pullout tray. This tray is made sticky with a thin film of
corn syrup diluted with water applied with a spray bottle. Anything which falls onto the tray adheres tightly and may be
observed when the tray is removed. Proper design of the screened bottom is essential for it to function properly. Screens
can be only slightly smaller than the bottom opening on the brood chamber to catch as much fallen debris as possible.
The pullout collecting tray must overlay the entire bottom board area to pick up all of the debris. This foregoing informa-
tion should eliminate any thoughts of simply cutting a hole in a standard bottom and covering it with a piece of screen.
That shortcut won't work because removing sufficient material from the bottom board for a large screen hopelessly
weakens it and does not provide for a tray underneath.

Screened bottoms are an indispensable tool for integrated pest management. Beekeepers who incorporate screens
into their management system are able to rapidly monitor mite levels in each individual hive. Knowing which hives have
excessive numbers of varroa should eliminate occurrences where a small number of hives in a bee yard can collapse
from severe mite infestations. Infested bees from these failing hives will enter other colonies that may have had low mite
levels, taking with them large numbers of mites throughout the whole bee yard. It is not unusual to find that only a small
number of colonies in a yard need treatment with a miticide to keep them going. The remaining colonies, which have
low mite levels, may be able to live with a few mites on an ongoing basis. Treating only the colonies that require inter-
vention saves both time and money while keeping chemical residues at a minimum.

I monitor varroa mite levels several times before the first honey flow and begin again after the honey boxes are
all off and the top feeders placed on the hives for fall feeding. To check mite levels, the trays are cleaned off, sprayed
with corn syrup and replaced. Three or four days later a mite count is made and the results recorded to observe any
changes from previous observations. This fall about 10% of our colonies will require treatment after they are taken out of
the wintering room in spring (only a few of this 10% were found to need treatment immediately).

Counting mites is done rapidly with the aid of a large magnifying glass and a rectangular wooden frame strung
with nylon fish line to create 2" squares. Each hive takes only a few minutes to evaluate and record the results. Corn
syrup is used on the trays because vegetable oils and possibly other adhesives vaporize within the hive causing mites to
dislodge from the host bees. An accurate evaluation cannot be made when additional mites fall onto the trays. In the win-
tering room, all bottom boards face forward which allows trays to be removed from the front.

Mite estimates from natural mite fall can vary with the time of the year and the ability of the colony to shed
mites. Generally, in late fall, winter and early spring each mite collected in a 24 hour period can represent 500 living
mites in the colony. For example if there are 15 mites observed on a tray after a three day period that would represent 5
mites/day or 2500 mites living within the colony. These numbers work well if there is little mite removal taking place.
The number (500) tends to decrease as the bees become somewhat "mite resistant". Some colonies may only have 100
mites for each one collected in a 24 hour period. Screened bottoms should be left in place to help to control varroa mite
levels throughout the year. Any mite that falls through the screen onto the tray cannot reattach itself to a bee for a free
ride back up into the brood chamber to reproduce.

The screened bottom is a tailor-made tool to observe the effectiveness of coumaphos, fluvalinate or formic acid
during treatments for varroa mites. With any of these treatments the largest number of

(Continued on page 10)
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CANADIAN HONEY COUNCIL
Suite 236, 234 - 5149
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C and su s s ort beekee s in • in Canada

The Canadian Honey Council was formed in 1940 to provide liaison between beekeepers and the gov-
ernment and to assist beekeeping associations in promoting honey and pollination. Through the efforts of the
Honey Council beekeepers expanded markets to the UK, achieved suitable regulations for the marketing of
honey and survived the invasion of parasitic mites. Today, the CHC represents 9,000 beekeepers across Can-
ada with annual honey production of 70 million pounds and a value of hive products over $200 million.

Canadian Honey Council is funded entirely by membership dues. The board of directors is comprised
of eight voting delegates. The six largest provinces each have one delegate, the three maritime provinces have
one delegate and Bee Maid, the co-op honey packer, has one delegate. There are vacant seats for the Canadian
Packers Association, the Canadian Pollinators Association and the Canadian Bee-Breeders Association. At
present none of these groups are official associations but the door is open if they want to get organized and
join the CHC.

Although a change to the voting structure of CHC has been proposed, the directors felt that such an im-
portant decision should not be rushed. The status quo will continue until a better plan has been worked out.
The costs of running a national association have increased annually without any increase in the cost of mem-
bership for many years. As a result, the directors decided to increase membership fees for the financial year
starting November 1st, 2004. There has also been a change to the categories of membership to better reflect the
makeup of our industry.

The fee structure is as follows.

Hobbyist (1 to 49 colonies) ......... $50
Small Commercial (50 to 299) .. $100
Large Commercial (300 +) ......... $200
Industry .......................................... $250
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mites dropping onto the tray should occur during the first few days. If this does not happen, then tests should be made to de-
termine whether the varroa mites are resistant to the treatment being used. Fallen mites can be examined for age and signs of
life. Mature female varroa are dark brown in color while immature mites are white to very light brown. Fallen mites have
been observed to remain alive for up to 7 days on a tray which uses no adhesive substances. The screened bottom, by itself,
will remove many mites from the colony but will be unlikely to eliminate the need for additional mite control measures.

The result of using bottom screens on all of our hives is that the huge clusters of bees found on the outside of bee
hives during very hot and humid weather is virtually eliminated. Bottom screens can provide the needed additional ventila-
tion during summers hot days by sliding the debris collection tray rearward about %" to 1". Screened bottom boards also
make convenient moving screens when the trays are removed and the hive entrances plugged. To hold all hive parts together
when moving, we use a ratchet strap around each colony instead of hive staples. With straps tightened, the hives can be rap-
idly loaded with the truck mounted hive lifter or easily by hand with two persons. We found that attaching hive parts perma-
nently together very inconvenient because it's impossible to replace or exchange brood boxes and bottom boards.

Because we have screened bottoms on all our colonies, it soon became apparent that some hives are able to maintain
a much lower mite count than others. With this knowledge there is little rationale for using chemical treatments on every col-
ony. We treat colonies as required using formic acid as the preferred miticide. Colonies that require little or no varroa mite
treatment are candidates for our queen breeding program. We continually evaluate all of our colonies for honey production,
gentleness, spring build up, good wintering qualities and their ability to control varroa mites.

CLASSIFIEDS: ( Free for members.)

"Small beekeeping operation for sale. About 50 colonies in 2 brood cambers plus all related equipment. Watch
for details in the next Bee Cause.
Karl Wiebe 775-4127 email karl.wiebegwestgate.mb.ca "

Deadline for renewing memberships in the RRAA is Feb. 28 (or 29)! 
Unpaid members will be removed from newsletter mailing list after this date.

RED RIVER APIARIST'S ASSOCIATION
2005 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM

Please complete and mail with your cheque, for $25.00, payable to: The Red River Apiarists' Association

NAME:

ADDRESS: POSTAL CODE:

CITY: 	PROVINCE: PHONE: 

NEW MEMBER [ 1 RENEWAL [ 1
Mail to: Red River Apiarists' Association

Dennis Ross, Treasurer,
Group 40, Box 20, RR2
Lorette, MB ROA OYO'


