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PROGRAM:

The January 9th Meeting:
A Nomination committee re-
port and election to executive
positions. and Charles Polcyn
on his tour to Armenia.

NEXT MEETING: Date is
January 9 th ,7:30 pm @ the
River Heights Community
Center. Located at 1370 Gros-
vener street.

"Articles published in TILE BEE
CAUSE are the opinions of the
Authors and are generally printed as
received_ They do not necessarily ex-
press the opinions of the Red River ".
Apiarists Association,

MANITOBA BEEKEEPERS
ASSOCIATION 101 ANNUAL

C-ONVENTION!!

FEBRUARY 9th & 10th
BE UP TO DATE
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The Manitoba Beekeepers' Association is the provincial organization that
represents beekeepers in Manitoba. 

Members of the Association work together to make beekeeping more produc-
tive and profitable for everyone including sideliners and hobbyists. The MBA voices
the concerns of Manitoba honey producers to the Government of Manitoba. The Asso-
ciation is also a member of Canadian Honey Council, the national organization which
takes the views and concerns of Manitoba beekeepers to the Federal Government.

The views and position of Manitoba beekeepers are also represented to other
organizations within Manitoba directly and through Keystone Agricultural Producers
(KAP).

The MBA works closely with Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Initia-
yes (MAFRI) to bring up-to-date information to beekeepers. Some of this is done
through workshops, bringing in knowledgeable speakers from manufacturing compa-
nies, research teams and universities.

The Association has worked hand in hand with the University of Manitoba
to fund and assist in many research projects for the benefit of honey producers. Today,
several research projects are ongoing and in various stages of completion. When con-
cluded these undertakings should have a long term benefit for beekeepers. The Asso-
ciation also makes requests, through CHC, to the Canadian Association of Professional
Apiculturists for needed research projects.

The Honey Bee Inspection Program co-ordinated and conducted by MAFRI
is jointly funded by the Province of Manitoba and the MBA. This program has been of
notable benefit to the entire honey bee industry by identifying disease problems as they
appear and educating beekeepers on how to manage bee diseases. This program helps
to keep the entire industry viable.

The Manitoba Beekeepers' Association provides publicity for the honey in-
dustry. Representatives from the Executive and other members, knowledgeable in the
field, are regularly contacted by the news media to speak or provide comment on cur-
rent events and market trends.

Honey promotion is very important to the honey industry. In this the MBA
works with individuals and other associations, such as the Red River Apiarists' Assoc.
(RRAA), to feature educational and promotional events such as a yearly honey show in
Winnipeg. The MBA recently supported, financially, an extensive honey test market
( Continued on page 2)
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RRAA
Executive Members

President: Heather Laird
Ph 475-2307
1003 Jessie Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R3M 1A1
Email: hlaird@mb.sympatico.ca

1st Vice President: John Badiuk
Ph .943-0166
1413-411 Cumberland Ave
Winnipeg, MB R3B 1T7
Email:honey_b@rots.net

2°' Vice President: Margaret E
Smith
Ph 254-4509
1051 Porcher Rd
St.Andrews, MB R1A 3N4
Email: rmsmith2@mts.net

Secretary: Ron Rudiak
Ph 326-3763
Box 1448
Steinbach, MB ROA 2A0
Email: manbeekr@mts.net

Treasurer: Dennis Ross
Ph 878-2924
Group 40, Box 20, RR2
Lorette, MB ROA OYO
Email: rosskr@mts.net

MBA Delegate: Jim Campbell
Ph 467-5246
Box 234
Stonewall, MB ROC 2Z0
Email: jaycam@mts.net

Reporter: Ron Rudiak
Ph 326-3763
Box 1448
Steinbach, MB ROA 2A0
Email: manbeekr@mts.net

Past President: Charles Polcyn
Ph 284-7064
845 kebir
Winnipeg,MB
Email: charlespolcyn@yahoo.
COM.

Newsletter : Dan Lecocq
PH 255-1043
166 Desjardins Dr
Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3X 1M6
Email: dnlecocq@mts.net

Red River Apiarists' Association

Minutes of the General Meeting November 14, 2006

Heather Laird welcomed members and guests to the
November meeting at 7:30 PM. Heather also extended thanks
to our honey show volunteers.

Canadian Honey Council: Ron Rudiak provided an
update on the progress of restructuring Honey Council to rep-
resent Canadian beekeepers more effectively in today's chang-
ing business environment. Ron also provided copies of the
American Honey Producers antidumping program which was
largely responsible for closing the loophole used by importers
to bring Chinese honey into the US. Forms were also available
for Canadian beekeepers to donate to the US campaign.

Honey Show: John Russell thanked everyone for help-
ing at the Honey Show and was also pleased at the popularity
of CHC's mascot, Pierre the Bear.

Program: Charles Polcyn gave the audience a slide
show presentation on his recent experiences in the Philippines.

Loonie Draw: The pairs of knitted woolen mittens
crafted by Janke Lupinette were won by Mike Grysiuk, Emil
Reknit, Ron Rudiak, and John Speer. Dennis Ross won the
dried Philippine mangoes and John Noll won the dried cuttle
fish from China (both prizes donated by Charles Polcyn),
Steve Rohatynsky won the jar of specialty honey from John
Russell and John Russell won the cartoon nose. Ted Scheune-
man won the book titled "Honey Acres" and Stan Grysiuk's
name was drawn for the mirror donated by Ted.

and promotional campaign in the Winnipeg area along with the CHC, Bee
Maid, and the RRAA. Each year the Bcar Damage Compensation pro-
gram is reviewed by the MBA board to make recommendations on the cur-
rent value of bees, honey and equipment to Manitoba Crop Insurance to de-
velop a payment schedule.

Recently, the MBA Pest Committee has had several discussions
with the Provincial Health Department regarding the West Nile Virus in or-
der to develop a workable plan to protect honey bees in case aerial applica-
tion of Malathion is required in the province.

The MBA has recently negotiated an improved Group Liability In-
surance program for members of the Manitoba Beekeepers' Association.

The Association also provides access to the Federal advance pay-
ment for crops program (CATS).
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