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Wax Moth 

There are several pesky culprits that damage honey bee colonies, 
their comb and hive structure.  The number one pest is the Varroa 
destructor (mite) that impacts the bees and their larvae.  Many 
would say the number two culprit would be the Wax moths; Galler-
ia melloriella (greater wax moth) and the Achoroia grisella (the less-

er wax moth.  

Wax Moth – A Pest of Comb and Honey Bee Products 

Wax Moth larvae are very destructive and can quickly destroy stored beeswax 
combs.  They tunnel and chew combs, particularly combs that have contained 

brood and pollen. 

Healthy, populous honey bee colonies do not tolerate wax moth larvae in the hive. 
These moths are never an initial problem of destruction but in weak hives their 

larvae can damage combs not covered and protected by bees. 

Adult Greater wax moths are pale brown to grey, usually about 20 mm long.  The 
grey wings are often mottled and appear as a “roof” shaped when folded over the 

body. 

Female moths usually lay 300 to 600 eggs in clusters on comb or in small cracks in 
hive material.  Eggs are about 0.5 mm in diameter almost spherical and pinkish to 

white. 

The eggs hatch within 3-5 days when temperatures range from 29C to35C.  
Hatching is delayed when temperatures are cooler and at 18C hatching com-

mences in about 30 days after egg laying. 

Larvae are creamy white, but turn grey on reaching their fully-grown stage up to 
28 mm in length.  After hatching, the small very active larvae tunnel in cob, lining 
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their tunnels with silky web.  They move from comb to comb through a mass of 

webbing. 

Newly hatched larvae may move to neighbouring honey bee colonies. They have 

been noted to move more than 50 meters. 

Wax moth larvae are very active in warm weather, however, become inactive in 
extreme cold. In optimum temperatures about 32C they reach full development in 
19 days from hatching.  At cooler temperatures or when food sources are scarce 

larval development may extend to 5 months. 

Fully developed larvae spin silky cocoon that may be found in a mass of webbing in 
comb, on frames or internal surfaces of the hive. Larvae may form small depres-
sions in the hive wood components in which to spin their cocoons.  (contd. Pg 4)
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Presidents Comments  

Greetings to all fellow beekeepers, 

One more great season behind us. The bees did a good job and 
hopefully the beekeepers too. My bees are ready for the winter. I 
finished with feeding first week in October and collected the feed-

ers. It is not much left to do for the bees. 

October was great for temperatures. The last brood hatchet and 
still had the chance to go for a cleansing flight. My bees have clus-
tered and are sitting quietly. With entrances fully open the cooler 
weather keeps them in clusters and brood free. I checked some 
hives for brood, no eggs, caped brood patch size is 2-3 sq. inch. As 
the temperature will drop next week, I have put the entrance re-
ducer in and wrapped the hives. I am ahead of my usual wrap up by 
10 days. As the forecast is colder and snowier as usual I decided to 

do it earlier.     

I have visited a commercial beekeeper, who is still feeding. When he 
checked his hives they still had 2-3 frames of brood. In my opinion it 
is too late in the season and not a good practice because the bees 
can’t go for a cleansing flight.  They go with a full gut into the win-
ter. That will cause some to die later or fly out when it is cold and 
not return. Also his hives were coming into the fall extremely mite 
loaded.  So, you lose bees unnecessary by not doing things on time. 
Operating this way will automatically raise the winter losss.  Timing 

is very important with bees!  

On a different topic: Honey price on the open market has stayed 
around $1.50-Lb and is not moving. Buyers and packers have bought 
honey from other foreign markets where honey is cheaper, if you 
can call it honey? While our local honey crop was not great, do to 
extreme drought in some parts of the province, an early nectar stop 
was noted. We still have to compete with countries that don’t have 
the same rules and regulations and less cost of production, leaving 
beekeepers asking the question, when is it going to change, when 
are the elected reps going to look and do something to level the 
playing field. Is our Government looking out for their farmers and 
producers? Or are they just interested to fill the coffers with a new 

tax money?  

In the meantime, Winnipeg council has voted and approved bee-
keeping in the whole city, so no more underground beekeeping. I 
hope Jim will be at the Nov 14th meeting and can give more infor-

mation from the general membership questions. 

Our next meeting is Nov 14th. It will be gadget night, so bring all 
your handy innovations and inventions and think of bringing some 

door prizes.   

Looking forward to see you all! 

 

Waldemar Damert 

 

 

PAGE 2 THE BEE CAUSE  54 YEARS    VOLUME 14,  I SSUE 8 



PAGE 3 THE BEE CAUSE  54 YEARS    VOLUME 14,  I SSUE 8 

 
Red River Apiarists’ Association 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting 

October 10, 2017 

Chairman: Waldemar Damert 

Recording Secretary: Art Quanbury 

Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Motion: That the minutes of the previous meeting on Sep-

tember 12 be accepted. 

Moved: Armand St. Hilaire 

Seconded: Albert Anderson 

Carried 

MBA Report 

Annual convention will be on Feb. 17, 18, 2018 at hotel on 

Wellington and Berry Streets. 

There will be similar workshops to last year with RRAA 

joining in to help with workshops. 

Mite populations in Australia have raised concerns about 

importing bees from there. 

Oxalic acid and glycerin treatment is not legal to use. 

The presence of the small hive beetle has created a need 
for regulations re: shipping bees. Alberta, Ontario and New 

Brunswick all have small hive beetles 

Treasurer’s Report 

Membership renewals are coming in. 

Honey Show Report 

Went well again this year. Is always a chance for the public 
to become more informed about bees and beekeeping. 
Vendor did a good business. Honey contest was well sup-
ported with lots of entries. Thanks to the judges and to the 
bee store for their help and support. Thanks to the volun-
teers who came out to man the displays. Chris thanked the 
Honey show organizers and all volunteers for their hard 

work in making the show a success. 

Urban Beekeeping 

Jim Campbell reported on the city committee work in 
changing the bylaws to allow beekeeping in all parts of the 
city. A motion was prepared at the open meeting that will 
be voted on by council. Atmosphere at meeting was very 

positive. 

Break 

Presentation 

Waldemar talked about various aspects of fall activities. 
Timing is important in all aspects of activities. June 21 is 

time of maximum egg laying and it decreases after that. Winter bees 
hatch in July. A problem exists in September when there is still a honey 
flow. The bees should not be foraging in September because the forag-
ers are the winter bees and they are wearing themselves out and short-
ening their lives. The problem is increasing because falls are getting 
warmer. Fall foraging should be discouraged by removing honey supers. 
Should end up with only a couple of frames of brood. Waldemar srarts 
feeding the first week of September and is done by the last week. Bees 
take 2 L/day at 20 degrees and only 1 L/day at 10 degrees. Hives will 
take 22 to 24 L of syrup. Temperature change at night can cause leaking 
from feeding pails. It is not good to leave feeders on too long. Cold 
syrup can cause gut problems. Cleansing flights are important. Success-
ful wintering requires a viable queen and a low mite load. Bees are 
more aggressive in the fall because they are protecting from robbing. 
Should not have 3 or 4 frames of brood in October. No open feeding 
in October. No pollen feeding in fall. It has been shown that open feed-
ing does not result in a transfer of disease. Frame feeders are better for 
cold weather feeding. Winter small colonies in smaller boxes. Fall mite 
treatment should be only for cleanup. Spring is important time for mite 
treatment. Put wraps on when night temperature is consistently -5 
degrees.. Usually around November 10. Hives should not be packed 
too full with honey. Bees need some space to survive. Oxalic acid is 
best treatment for mites if there is no brood. There can be mites in 

brood so cut out brood if storing frames. 

Loonie Draw.  

Lots of prizes and activity. $56.60 raised! 

—//\\— 

MBA Report  

to Red River Apiarists’ Association 

On September 28th, the MBA Executive held a meeting in 
Winnipeg, at the Hilton Hotel on Wellington. This is the hotel 
where the 2018 Convention is being held, so it was good to be 
able to get a feel for the venue.  There were several items 

discussed which pertain to our organization.  

CONVENTION: Mark the dates: February 17-18, 2018, at the 
Hilton Hotel, on Wellington Avenue at Berry Street. Initial 
discussion had to do with possible speakers.  There is also go-
ing to be some kind of workshop, to be held, possibly, on the 
Saturday morning, similar in nature to last year’s one for new-
er beekeepers. There is an invitation for us to partner with 
the MBA on this workshop. Registration and details should be 
in the upcoming MBA Newsletter and will be on the MBA 

website as soon as possible.  

STOCK REPLACEMENT: Australia has documented V. jacob-
soni mites. Both CHC and CFIA have concerns about our im-
porting stocks from Australia and wonder whether the policy 
on doing this should change.  Rheal Lafreniere could speak 
more to this topic and answer concerns if you have any to ex-

press.  

OXALIC ACID treatment with Glycerin: CHC has been ap-
proached with the possibility of examining this method of ap-
plication for Varroa mites, but so far has said that they are 
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Minutes for RRAA Executive meeting October 28th, 

2017 

Present: Waldemar Damert, John Russell Badiuk, 
Duane Versluis, Ken Rowes, Marg Smith, Tim Kenne-

dy, Regrets: John Speer, Art Quanbury 

Red River Apiarists’ Association: issues under review - 

Presently there are two different groups with spe-
cific needs (Newbies and Well Established) 

Perhaps a sense of “treading water” at present. 
Need to challenge the well-established group and 

at the same time provide for the needs of the 
newer beekeepers (e.g., the timing of mentor-
ing an issue) 

Ideas presented: make recordings of basic proce-
dures in beekeeping, that could be placed on 
the website for reference (e.g., the different 
methods for monitoring for Varroa mites); 
developing a calendar, such as the one the 
OBA Tech Transfer Team did, giving various 
different tasks for each month; develop a rec-
ommended reading list for members; sugges-
tion box for questions that could be pulled at 
each meeting and dealt with (this could go 
into the newsletter, with a tear-off part at the 

end to use to bring to the meetings)  

The Website: needs to be revamped, completely!  – a 

problem that can be fixed, according to Duane. 

It is costing us 3-4 times what it should be costing.  
Duane is to put together the number of hours to 

maintain. 

Membership lists: This cannot be circulated due to 
privacy issues. If beekeepers wish to make connec-
tions, they should come to more meetings and make 

use of the “mingle” time.  

Sustainability: Discussion led to the idea of changing 
the format of the meetings, so that members know 
what to expect. A tentative plan, with an earlier start 
time, was suggested, to be studied further and perhaps 

implemented at the February meeting. It is as follows:  

7:00 – 7:30: Session for Newbies (Beginner beekeep-

ers) 

7:30 – 7:45: Business/Housekeeping time 

7:45 – 8:15: Coffee Break 

8:15 – 9:00: Presentation 

9:00 – 9:30: Q/A and Chat time and clean-up 

9:45 Out of the building 

The idea of this is to have us build our structure 
around our Mission, which is Education and the provi-
sion of Social time for “networking”. Further ideas 
that were discussed were, the idea of having / creating 
three different levels of beekeeper, as they do in Ba-
varia; Apprentice, Intermediate and Experienced. Each 
level would be tested. E.g., the Beginner level must 
have the following abilities/skills: 1) Be Handy, 2) Think 
on the spot,  3) Withstand bee stings, & 4) Not be 

afraid of bees.  

Another idea that arose was asking each person to re-
flect on why they are a member of RRAA? “Why are 
you involved with RRAA? What would you like to see 
happen at meetings?” We need someone to take us 
into the future with beekeeping, with an eye on the 
past, but not just to dwell on the past and be stuck 
there in methods and thinking. (deal with such topics 
as changing weather patterns, a 40-minute session on 
the Seasonal Rhythms of Beekeeping [In the Heartland 
of Canada, Manitoba]; and changing chemicals and 

their uses and effects on beekeeping, etc.)                        

   —//\\— 

not pursuing it. It is NOT covered by the present regis-

tration.  

           BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTISES for WAX 
HANDLING: The first draft of this document was pre-
sented to the Executive and comments were made to go 
back for the second draft. This is a document that would 
lay out all the expectations for people operating wax 

processing plants.   

       INTERPROVINCIAL MOVEMENT OF BEES: There 
is a real need for Protocol covering this concerned, as 
the Small Hive Beetle is discovered in various places 

from time to time.  

Submitted by Margaret Smith 

—//\\— 

( form Pg 1)  Larvae can also bore through wooden 

bars of frames. 

After cocooning, larvae commence to pupate which 
lasts 14 days in high temperatures or as long as 2 

months in cooler temperatures. 

After emergence, adult moths mate and their cycle 

repeats. 

The Lesser wax moth is smaller and has a silver-grey 
to dull-yellow appearance, slender in body of about 13 
mm.  Their larvae are usually white with a brown 
head.  They feed on combs as well, pollen and litter 
found on bottom boards.  They are (cont’d on Pg5) 



PAGE 5 THE BEE CAUSE  54 YEARS    VOLUME 14,  I SSUE 8 

(from Pg 4)    usually solitary, whereas the greater 

wax moth often congregates. 

Damage caused by wax moths 

Bee Hives:   Weak colonies have low numbers a 
result from starvation, queenlessness, excessive 
swarming, disease, pesticide poisoning or neglect 
cannot guard their colony adequately against the 
wax moths.  At first, combs left unattended are 
attacked. One or two moth larvae may be ob-
served in healthy populous colonies. These are 
readily removed.  At times larvae occur under the 
inner cover and the hive top or between the top 
bar and the inner cover. These can be easily re-

moved by the vigilant beekeeper. 

Bald brood and deformed honey bee pu-
pae:  Wax moth larvae can partially remove the 

cell caps of developing larvae and leave them ex-
posed. Worker bees often remove the remaining 
capping there by exposing the heads of bee pupae 
which continue to develop. The lines of bald follow 
the direction of moth larvae travel.   Some of the 
emerging bees may have legs or wings. Wax fecal 
matter is suspect to carry viruses causing the de-

formities.  

Galleriasis:   A minor and rare problem in newly 

developed bees that are sometimes unable to 
emerge being trapped by moth webbing of under-
cell burrowing of greater wax moth larvae. These 

bees die and are removed  

Damage to stored comb and hive:   Damage 

varies with infestation and duration.  In time, 
stored combs may be completely destroyed and 
the frames and comb filled with a tough mass of 
webbing.  During ideal weather wax moth develop-
ment may render a super of wax frames to zero in 
a week.  Damage usually occurs during warm 
weather when the moths are most active (nectar 
producing moths).  Damage can occur in spring or 
fall as well as the greater wax moths can produce 

greater heat up to temperatures around 25c. 

Little or no damage occurs during extreme cold 

temperatures. 

Although equipment destined for storage may have 
moth eggs, freezing can eliminate them to some 
extent because eggs can be laid in crevices of 
frames and boxes so hard long-term freezing is 

needed.  

Wax moth prefers dark brood comb that contains 
some pollen.  However, comb sticky with honey 
after extracting, white comb and combs containing 

honey are still at risk.  

Other products at risk are collected bee pollen, fresh or 
dried (should freeze these as well).  The eggs can hatch 

at any time making the pollen unusable.    

Comb honey is at risk as well and needs the freeze treat-

ment. 

Beeswax is also at risk but refined and foundation is not 
as readily subject to moth infestation and is a minor 
problem.  Dirty, unrefined beeswax and slum gum is 

more readily infested.  

Wax Moth Control 

Apiary hygiene where slum gum, old combs and debris 

are best collected and processed away.   

Maintaining strong colonies curtails such wax moth infes-

tation. 

Stored comb in winter sub-zero temperatures kills all 
stage of wax moth.  But careful monitoring of stored 
combs on a regular basis, even in winter can stop a prob-
lem getting out of hand.       During the honey season 
short period of extracted supers before reuse has shown 

little opportunity for wax moths to infest. 

Freezing 

All life moth stages are killed by freezing.   -6.7C at 4.5 

hours, -12C at 3 hours, and at -15C 2 hours. 

Treatment time commencing when the low temperature 
has been reached.  A small freezer is excellent for this. 
After freezing, equipment should be stored in moth-
proof cold facility at 4C (restricts moth activity) or a con-

tainer, such as sealed in strong plastic bag. 

Collect pollen every 3 -4 days. Drying, or freezing in 
moth free environments.   Comb honey should be frozen.  
Some types of honey (for example clover) may crystalize 
and may be held in cool rooms but this treatment will 

not kill wax moth eggs. 

(Editor comment):  Here in Manitoba as a hobbyist with 
only 30 + hives l have been using a type of sterilization of 
flash torching equipment during my cleaning process or if 
I suspect wax moth in brood or honey supers, boxes, tops 

and bottoms including screen bottom boards. 

It is essential to inspect bottom inserts beneath the 
screens once a week during the honey season where the 
moths can culture.  So, if you find moth feces, webbing or 
adults scorch. I recommend remove and replace or just 

scorch and return. 

As well, during FALL cleaning and (cont’d on Pg 7)     
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  Editorial note & musings  

Yes another seasons has closed and the winter worries upon 
us.  I agree honey production has been down and the ‘mitee’ 
problems never subsided.  Prior to winter covering my mites 
have been by ratio-count been knock below thresh hold con-
cern but that dose not standardize with weaken hives.  My 
hope is the mite cycles are cut and the bees carry a no brood 

period beyond latten mite recovery.   

I have tried another out of normal feed this fall using a little 
lemon grass oil and oregano oil in the syrup.  No drastic aver-

sion observed (dead bees) but a slow use was noted. 

Hoping this will give bees a wellness to even avoid nosema. 

Will see by spring. 

I must mention it is encouraging to see the RRAA member-
ship expand hope a younger editor with new ideas take over 
the Bee Cause.  I will be stepping down at the end of this 

year.  And it would be nice to have an Ad coordinator. 

Please support the executive in providing commentary good 
or bad, including any questions on the slip on last page,  
please pass them on in the suggestion box at the next meet-

ing.  Please no emailing the editor.    

Bee Well,  a beefriend editor 

The RRAA , the Bee Cause, for you and through you: 

The Bee Cause is the official publication of the Red River Apiarists’ Associ-
ation for distribution to its members and their colleagues  in the beekeep-
ing industry.  It is published eight times a year on a monthly basis except 
December and the summer months of June, July, and August when mem-

bership meetings do not occur. 

Articles can be best submitted in word documents as email attachments.  
Though they may be edited for spelling and basic grammar, no changes will 
be made to their contents, message and opinions.  They are those of their 

originator and not of the Red River Apiarists’ Association. 

Deadline for any submission to this newsletter is the second Sunday pre-
ceding the membership meeting to allow for publishing and mailing delays 
and the legal obligation to allow membership to review last meetings’ 
minutes for errors or omissions before next meeting.  Regular member-
ship  meetings are normally scheduled 7:30 on the second Tuesday of eve-
ry month at the Elmwood Legion 920 Nairn Avenue in Winnipeg excepts 

months noted above. 

The Red River Apiarists’ Association, formed in 1963, represents the bee-
keepers of the Red River Valley and environs in southern Manitoba. The 
association provides a  forum for the promotion of sound beekeeping 
practices through education, networking opportunities, meetings, field 
days, workshops, presentations by local  apicultural experts, as well as the 

dissemination of this monthly newsletter. 

Anne Mb. 

5. For sale:   inner covers @ $ 12.00 each Contact: Ted 

Scheuneman 204-338-6066 (West St. Paul)  

6. Wanted:  Wax Cappings 
 
My name is Marlese Hazeu RRAA member and staff caring for paper 
copy mailings.  I started a little give-profit company back in 2010. I 
hand make pure beeswax candles and give 100% of the profits to 
organizations who support women and children locally and around 
the globe.  
 
Candles for Hope needs your help. If you have honey cappings or 
already rendered wax that you’re willing to give us, we can turn 
that into hope for new moms and love for the poor in the Philip-
pines and in Winnipeg. I have the ability to render anything from 
small ice-cream pails to larger drums with a Maxant wax melter. 
 
Currently we are supporting Mercy in Action in the Philippines 
(www.mercyinaction.com/philippines-clinic ), and Crisis Pregnancy 

Centre (www.pregnancy.ca) in Winnipeg.  

 

Red River Apiarists’ Association 

CLASSIFIEDS 

1. For Sale:  Abby Road Distribution Ltd.—Abby 
Road 400 Oak Point Highway Wpg. , MB R2R 1V1 
ph.: (204)694-6800 Fx: (204)697-1335 in-
fo@abbeyroaddistribution.com .  25 years of 
supplying the Beekeeping Industry.   We carry a 
wide range of fasteners, tooling, shipping supplies 
and packaging materials suited for your industry: 
staples, nails, bulk screws, coil nails, strip nails, plas-
tic & steel strapping stretch wrap & tapes service 

on most makes of stapling and nailing equipment. 

2. For Sale:   wax foundation moulded from clean 
capping wax. Contact : Waldemar at text ph. 
204-266-2277 or e-mail 

 wdamert@yahoo.ca.  (Beausejour Mb.) 

3. Wanted:      HONEY  contact: John at 204-
943-0166 or e-mail: Honeyb@mymts.net 

(Winnipeg) 

4. For Sale:  Top bar hive.  Comes with 30 frames, movea-
ble dividers, 2 queen excluders, viewing window and a 
beautiful gabled roof.  Photos available.  Offers.  Also 
long hive.  Takes 21 regular frames.  Same size as 2 su-
pers.  Comes with vertical queen excluder and beautiful 
gabled roof.  Contact: David 204 424 5042 (St. 

We are on the Web!  Www.beekeepingmanitoba.com 
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Follow the love at www.candlesforhope.ca  
Feel free to call or email myself at 204-667-9932 or 
candlesforhope@live.com. 
 
Warmly,   Marlese                         —//\\— 

(from Pg 5)          storing a flash scorch is a saver in 
the long run. This scorching has given me the peace 
of mind that I have done something without the use 
of chemicals to provide my bees with a more steri-

lized environment to live in. 

Winter storage I have moved to outdoor freezing.  It 

is October now and the temperatures are already at 

-6C over night. From the report above, logically you 

may return frozen equipment to indoor cold facilities 

knowing all stages of moths are killed however a 

monthly check is worth the effort.   I have had a chat 

with David Dawson who says he knew a beekeeper 

who froze his honey supers outdoors and found in 

spring the woodpeckers had demolished many of the 

boxes and the frames. So, check, check, check. 

—//\\— 

pansion of opportunities for urban beekeeping in Winni-

peg.  In addition Beekeeping is in alignment with Our 

Winnipeg Policy, Section 03-2 (Direction8) local food 

production, and Section 05 (Direction3) awareness of 

sustainability. A recommendation for a by-law text 

amendment was drafted, plus a public hearing on 10 

October 2017 scheduled. At this hearing, several mem-

bers of Red River Apiarists’ Association appeared in 

support of the amendment.  (Rebecca Krowleski, James 

Uttley, Colby Bauer, and James Campbell). 

Two delegations presented at the meeting, plus two 

supporting communications received. James Campbell 

noted he is a member of a local bee club that provides 

educational meetings, hands on workshops, and person-

al mentors to encourage beekeepers. Chris Kirouac 

spoke of his bee success at several sites in downtown 

areas to generate interest, provide education, and pro-

duce local food. 

Following the public hearing segment, The Standing 

Policy Committee on Property and Development, Her-

itage and Downtown Development detailed its’ support-

ing reasons for its’ recommendation. Some reasons in-

cluded: the many benefits including environmental,   

educational, quality of life, and food             security; this 

was first done in downtown and is working well; this is 

being done in other jurisdictions across the country and 

they haven’t had significant problems. The recommen-

dation was then forwarded to Executive Policy Commit-

tee and subsequently City Council for final approval. 

The Text Amendment for the By-Law contains the spe-

cific guidelines for Urban Beekeeping. The amendment 

text is as follows: 

Section 109.1 added  
4 The following is added after section 109:  
Apiary  
109.1 (1) The maximum size of an apiary permitted on 
a zoning lot is:                          
(a) two (2) beehives and one (1) nucleus hive where the 
total area of the zoning lot is 6000 square feet or less; 
and  
(b) four (4) beehives and one (1) nucleus hive where the 
total area of the zoning lot is greater than 6000 square 
feet.  
(2) All beehives and nucleus hives on a zoning lot must 
be located within an area surrounded by a fence that is 
at least six (6) feet in height and is secured with a gate. 
(3) All beehives and nucleus hives must be set back at 
least twenty (20) feet from any property line unless they 
are located within an area (continued on Pg 8) 

Winnipeg Approves City Wide Beekeeping  
By James Campbell, Beekeeper 

            Urban Beekeeping became permitted in all 

areas of Winnipeg, Manitoba, on 25 October 2017. 

The Winnipeg City Council, at its’ meeting of 

Wednesday 25 October 2017, agreed unanimously 

with a recommendation to amend a by-law permit-

ting operating an apiary in all zone districts within 

the city limits (The amendment is approved as By-Law 

82/2017) (Nov. 2, 2017). 

The current Winnipeg Zoning By-law 200/2006 re-

ceived the “Go Ahead” for including urban bee-

keeping (i.e. honey bees) as a Listed Permitted Ac-

cessory Use in Residential (R1,RR1, etc), Multi unit 

(RMF, etc), Manufacturing (M1, etc), Parks (PR1, 

etc) and all other zones under the “Development 

Permit” process, already used for Downtown Win-

nipeg. This means the primary use of the property 

may now include an Apiary as a secondary, or ac-

cessory use of the property. 

Since February 2016, Urban Beekeeping is already a 

permitted accessory use under Downtown Zoning 

By-law 100/2004. During 2017, following public con-

sultations, pop-up events, and survey questions, 

there appeared to be strong public support for ex-
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 (from Pg 7)     
 
surrounded by a fence that is:  
(a) solid and opaque; or  
(b) includes a hedge, or other vegetative obstruction, 
which is at least five (5) feet in height and covers the 
entire length of the fence.  
(4) Beehives and nucleus hives are exempt from the 
requirements under subsections (2) and (3) if they are 
located:  
(a) on the rooftop of a building; or  
(b) on an elevated terrace, deck or balcony, if the ter-
race, deck or balcony in question is located at least 
eight (8) feet above grade. 

The City Administration is now charged with putting 

into place all necessary processes, procedures and 

amendments to roll out the expansion of Urban Bee-

keeping across all zones of the City of Winnipeg. —//\\— 

Coffee Talk 

Outside the Apiary!!! 

A.    Are all Manitoba beekeepers Registered? 

 There has been rumblings of the agitated kind over 
the expansion of beekeepers in the province that 
are obtaining live stock without registry or valida-

tion for provincial inspection program. 

Such disregard for the Honey industry and the 
neighbouring beekeepers getting to the nerves of 
many professional beekeepers who are making a 
living with bees and are affected disastrously by the 
negligent beekeeper, some who have been identi-

fied as foreigners to Manitoba. 

There are regulations and has the time come to 
impose costly fines on the unregistered keepers of 

bees.   

Now that the city is actually open to the practice of 
apiculture with strong regulation for registry, with 
educational protocols and relative mentoring all 

should be registered and checked. 

The enforcement is unaffordable so the owe-ness is 
left to the individual and/or other beekeepers or 

neighbours to inform. 

Neglected hives are a serious problem for those 

serious honey producers of the province. 

And I suppose it is up to the individual that is selling 
bees to make sure those buying are registered or 
relay their name and location, number of nucs etc. 

to the provincial regulators.   

This is a topic for discussion I am sure but the bot-
tom-line is:  can we afford neglect in the apiary, the 
out break of pests, foul brood and viruses? Finan-
cially it can hurt the beekeeping industry and the 
province which can’t afford to regulate it.  Fines 

would help with the regulatory costs.  

 

B.       Another topic for “spilt milk” is:  Do you 
know what’s in your honey?   The broad scope of 
science has identified a wide array of Argo-
chemicals in honey plus industrial entrails from 

manufacturing and automation exhaust.   

Ones thinking, it cant be in my honey stock.  Where 
are the bullets landing and when do we take stock, 

note it and change?  And what can we change? 

—//\\— 

Manitoba Honey Show 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Manitoba honey show doesn't compare to a coun-
try’s national completion Honey Show like he United 
Kingdom but the Manitoba entry ratio slights on a dis-
interest by the Manitoba beekeepers.   Year after year  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the mid-liner and the hobby beekeepers are the front 
promoters of the Manitoba beekeeping—Honey indus-
try.  Why the lack of participation from the majority of 
commercial beekeepers?     For the effort and cost: 
 

“Should Manitoba have a Honey Show?” 
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Red River Apiarists’ Association—Winnipeg, Manitoba 

2017 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
I apply for membership in the Red River Apiarists’ Association.  Membership 
Includes one years subscription to the newsletter “The Bee Cause” (8 issues) 

 
RRAA membership fee (cheque payable to RRAA or Red River Apiarists’ Association.  @ $25.00/year 
New: Optional Beekeeper Liability Insurance (details on RRAA web site, Links, Insurance) @65.00 +$5.20 = $70.20 
 
Total payment Enclosed…………………………..$__________________________________ 
 
Name ______________________________________________Tel. # __________________________________ 
 
Address _______________________________________________________ 
 
City  _______________________________________________Prov._________Postal Code______________ 
  
E-mail address ________________________________________ 
 
Signature _____________________________________________ 
New Member [  ]         Renewal  [    ]     Student U of M Beekeeping course [  ]  (free 1st year)   other specify. ___________ 
 
Newsletter Delivery in electronic pdf via e-mail [  ]     or   paper copy via Canada post  [  ] 
This completed form may be brought to the meeting or mailed with your cheque to:  John peer, RRAA  Treasurer 
Box 16, Group 555.  Winnipeg, Manitoba  R2C 2Z2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RRAA Membership Commentary 

Comments & Suggestions:    The RRAA executive is trying to provide current topics and information  / discussion ses-

sions that would be most meaningful to all members (the new beekeeper , the intermediate and the seasoned beekeep-

er)  your comments are valuable and appreciated. Remove this section and after making your comments please place 

them in the suggestion box at the meeting.  Your support is most appreciated. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                  The Asian Ladybeetle 
(Harmonia axyridis (Pallas)) has been in greater 
numbers throughout the Manitoba province, es-
pecially this October. Several comments have 
been made that they were invading dead hives or 

ones that were weak.   

These insects prey on arthropod pests: aphids, 
mites, thrips, scale and Lepidotera eggs. Their 
introduction not clear has reduced pesticide use 

on some orchards and other crops.   

Can they be a benefit to the beekeeper and tackle 

the Varroa destructor mite? 

Would they clean wax moth eggs or larvae? 

Worth keeping a eye on them and wax moth in your win-

tering facility, boxes and in your apiary during 2018. *  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Webbing produced by wax moth larvae. The comb under 

this webbing has been destroyed.  —/\\— 


