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Points of Interest: 

• Next general meeting is 7;30 
Tuesday, April 14th at the 
River Heights Community 
Centre, 1370 Grosvenor 
Ave., Winnipeg.   

 
Speaker Ron Rudiak, Steinbach 
area beekeeper and pollen col-
lector will give an overview of 
“How  and Why collect pollen”, 
and show guests a typical “pollen 
trap”.      And Charles Polcyn 

will provide a picture presenta-
tion on his recent trip to help 
Beekeepers in the Philippines. 
       NB  a chance to speak to Ted 
with Questions & Answers 

Bee Cause 

Red River Apiarists ’  Association  

The 

Give ‘em a Chance 
By Ted Scheuneman  an RRAA Apiculturist 
 
After a long winter, beekeepers are anxious to see how their bees survived. Sometimes we find 
the boxes loaded with bees. Other times we find very few bees, and this begs the question 
“What is to be done next?” 
 
Honey Bee colonies can be manipulated in the springtime, after they have had at least three (3) 
days of good flying weather, or cleansing flight days. There are always some colonies that are 

really strong, with 8 full frames of bees, and 
there are some that may have bees on only 1 or 
2 frames, yet appear healthy with a live queen. 
Without some kind of support, weak colonies 
will not be able to take advantage of the sum-
mer honey flow. 
 
When weak colonies are boosted with a frame 
or 2 of brood and bees from a strong colony, 
chances are, some of the new bees will fly 
back to their original colony. At this time, 
brood on the transferred frames could get 
chilled and die. To prevent absconding, the 

colony could be moved to another bee yard 
however, often beekeepers underestimate the 
number of bees required to keep brood warm 
on cold April or early May nights. This could 
lead to weakening of the original strong col-
ony, and prove disastrous to the boosted col-

ony. 
Although tempting, combining weak colonies 
merely means having a larger weak colony, 
plus one queen will likely be lost. Weak plus 
weak still equals weak. Better to aim at creat-

ing a strong colony. 
A method I have successfully used is merely 
placing a weak, but otherwise healthy colony, 
on top of a strong colony of 8-10 frames of bees 
and brood. The key here is to save both queens 
by placing a queen excluder between the two 
boxes.  
 
Most of the time, a weak colony has surplus 
food. It is best to leave 4 frames of food and 
pollen, with two on each side of the box. The 
remaining frames are removed and replaced 
with empty brood frames. The top box with 
bees and brood nest is to go directly above the 
bottom box brood nest. If using an inner cover, 
close off the top entrance, or turn over the 
cover, in order to conserve energy in the top 
box. 
 
Prior to placing the weak colony on top, spray 
the bees with warm 1:1 sugar syrup, containing 
4-5 drops of anise per 1 litre of mixture. About 
100cc is sprayed equally into the top and       
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2009 Executive 
 
 
 

President: Charles Polcyn 
Ph 284-7064 
845 Kebir 
Winnipeg,MB  
Email: charlespolcyn@yahoo.com. 
 
1st Vice President: John Badiuk 
Ph .943-0166 
1413-411 Cumberland Ave 
Winnipeg, MB   R3B 1T7 
Email:honeyb@mts.net 
 
2nd Vice President: Brian Smith 
Ph 204-373-2527 
P0 Box 423 
Emerson, MB.  R0A 0L0 
Email:  smthbgsl@mts.net 
 
Secretary: Ron Rudiak 
Ph 326-3763 
216 Loewen Blvd. 
Steinbach, MB R5G 0E5 
Email: manbeekr@mts.net 
 
Treasurer: John Speer 
Ph 222-3007 
Box 16, Group 555,  RR 5 
Winnipeg, MB R2C 2Z2 
Email: jurnss@mts.net 
 
MBA Delegate: Jim Campbell 
Ph 467-5246 
Box 234 
Stonewall, MB R0C 2Z0 
Email: jaycam@mts.net 
 
Reporter: Ron Rudiak 
Ph 326-3763 
216 Loewen Blvd. 
Steinbach, MB R5G 0E5 
Email: manbeekr@mts.net 
 
Newsletter Editor:  
Ken Rowes 
Ph 204-755-3427 
Cloverleaf Box 758 
RR1 Anola, MB  R0E 0A0 
Email: Roweskd@mts.net 
 
 
Volunteers 
 
Webmaster: Doug Henry 
Email: dhenri@ieee.org 
 
 

Busy Month for MBA 
by Jim Campbell, MBA rep 
 
March is turning out to be a busy month for MBA and its' members. 
The MBA Research Symposium began with over 100 attending the March 6-7 session. 
Researchers from Texas and Quebec, as well as Dr. Currie and his students, updated bee-
keepers on many aspects affecting our industry.  Meanwhile Rhéal reported on studies with 
Buckwheat, while David reported on studies with Saskatoons. 
 
The Honey Producers Regulations became law on 6 March. The regulation calls for pro-
ducers with 50 or more colonies to submit fees of $200 per year plus $0.40/colony (max 
1000 col) to the MBA, with a deadline of June 30, 2009. MBA met on March 19 to discuss 
the roll out plan plus other issues at their regular directors meeting. 
 
Meanwhile MBA is Joining members of RRAA to promote Agriculture in the City, March 
20-22, plus join members of BABA at the Brandon Winter Fair March 30-April 4. And 
don't forget, the Summer picnic will be held Saturday June 20 at Interlake Forage Seeds 
Inc, Fisher Branch. All RRAA are invited. (cost $10, bring lawn chair).  
                                ——–///——–   

BYLAWS Draft RRAA (Jan 21 09) a.xml

Bees Create a Buzz! 
By Jim Campbell, MBA rep 
 
The Entomology Table of the University of Manitoba (U of M) attracted quite a following 
at The Forks Market in Winnipeg this past March. 
 
During the weekend of 20-22 March, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada took over a large 
section of The Forks Market, as part of the Agriculture In The City promotion. David Elias, 
Regional Communications Officer, invited agriculture related organizations, such as the Red 
River Apiarists’ Association (RRAA), to participate in an interactive and entertaining pro-
motion. The goal was to involve media and influence urban consumers about the value of 
agriculture in their lives. 
 
Dignitaries including Winnipeg Mayor Katz, Peter Bjornson, MLA, & James Bezan, MP 
opened the promotion Friday morning. Agriculture In The Classroom (AITC) staff, after a 
brief presentation, invited more than 65 students from Fort Rouge School to a Made In 
Manitoba Breakfast (MIMB). Students were invited to enjoy Flax Pancakes, topped with 
Honey. Jim Campbell who represented Manitoba Beekeepers, poured Bee Maid Honey. 
Hungry students then received Eggs, Sausages, Strawberries, Saskatoons, and containers of 
Milk.  
 
Given our limited staff, RRAA partnered with MBA and U of M. At the U of M booth, an 
Observation Hive, with live bees, was strategically placed. Live bees continue to generate a 
huge buzz of excitement!  John Russell provided our two colourful panels from the Honey 
Show, to enhance the booth attractiveness. Sue Clayton, U of M arranged for Entomology 
staff, while Beekeepers talked about the bees. Thanks to Jake Rempel, Bee Maid, plus 
RRAA members John Speer, Brian & Sandra Smith, Charles Polcyn, Ken Rowes, Ron 
Rudiak and Jim Campbell, for their informative conversations with visitors throughout the 
weekend.  Many visitors stopped by to watch the bees supplied by Dr. Currie. Many young 
visitors asked pointed questions as they wanted to learn about the insect that pollinates flow-
ers and makes honey. Thanks to all who contributed to the success of the weekend. 
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(Give ’em a Chance continued from pg 1) 
bottom box. 
 
Uniting the two boxes should be done late in the day, prefer-
able about 1 hour before dark. Bees are most tolerant in the 
evening and night, and they have all night to greet and lick 
each other. The next morning, it is business as usual, with no 
biting and pushing at the entrance. Acceptance and support of 
the upper box with the weak colony is astonishing, plus you 
still have both queens! 
 
In 7-10 days, check your newly created hive. If a half box full 
of bees, or more, can be seen, everything is OK! Should you 
find only a few bees in the top box, likely the queen was not 
strong or healthy enough, and she has been killed. This hap-
pens in about 5% of cases. If this is the case, remove the queen 
excluder to permit the bottom queen to expand the brood nest 
into the top box. By about the middle of May, this hive should 
have 2 boxes full of bees and brood, and can be split at that 
time, if desired. 
 
Where everything went as planned, check at 4 weeks from the 
day the 2 boxes were united. Both upper and lower boxes 
should be full of bees and about 6 frames of brood. At this 
time you need to decide whether to leave the bees for another 
6-10 days (i.e. if weather is cool), or whether the top box 
should be removed and taken to another bee yard about 5 km 
away to avoid bees back drifting.  
 
Should the boxes not be filled with bees, reverse the inner 
cover to create a top entrance. This permits drones to leave the 
colony to fly; otherwise the queen excluder traps them inside. 
 
If the boxes are left together for too long, the bees may be-
come overcrowded, with the risk that both boxes of bees may 
swarm. Remember, bees are being produced at about 4000 per 
day at this time in your hive. To put this in perspective, about 
4000 bees is about one 2-pound package of bees, every second 
day in your two-story hive. 
 
The next step is mandatory! As soon as the boxes are sepa-
rated, a second box MUST be added to each. Otherwise, you 
will crowd the bees, and they will swarm! As stated before, 
move the new two-story hive to another location. 
 
This method has proven to be a win-win situation, as it doesn’t 
cost any money (i.e. for a new queen), you make use of the 
equipment you already have, and it takes very little time and 
effort. The best part is, colonies you save reward you with a 
normal honey crop!  
 
What I’ve discovered, in my many years as a keeper of bees, is 
that we as beekeepers are likely making mistakes that brought 
about the weak colony situation. Although often it is hard to 
admit, beekeepers must acknowledge the fact that bees never 
do something wrong, or make a mistake. That’s why I say, 
“Give ‘em a chance”! 
                                         —–//\\—– 

Minutes of the General Meeting, 

March 10, 2009 
 
 John Badiuk opened the meeting at the River Heights 
Community Centre at 7:30 PM and welcomed the seventeen 
members and guests. John reminded everyone that memberships 
for the current year are now due. Payment may be made at the 
meeting or by mailing a cheque to our treasurer, John Speer. The 
cheque should be made out to the Red River Apiarists' Assoc. Be 
sure to include a membership form with your payment. 
 Ron Rudiak provided a few details on the presentations 
given at the recent MBA convention in Winnipeg. The conven-
tion was well attended and the information by the presenters was 
timely. 
 John encouraged the members to submit an article of 
their own for publication in the Bee Cause. Articles about a tech-
nique that members find successful or a beekeeping experience 
that others would find interesting are nice to share with readers. 
 Jim provided us with a guided tour of the RRAA web-
site www.beekeepingmanitoba.com. One of the features of the 
website is our ability to post new material as it becomes avail-
able. The site is easy to find, with the Red River Apiarists' Asso-
ciation appearing near the top of the list when using a search 
engines such as Google. 
 John brought some individually wrapped pieces of 
chocolate cake for everyone to enjoy with a cup of coffee and 
some chat time. 
 Following the break for coffee, our guest and presenter, 
Merv Malyon, showed us many interesting pictures taken in 
Chile and shared some of his many experiences there. 
 In the Loonie Draw, Howard Alexander won the jar of 
flavoured honey donated by John Russell. Brian Smith and Ron 
Rudiak each won lip baum made with beeswax, Gilles Lantagne 
and Ken Rowes each got bee bobble pens. John Speer's name 
was drawn for a spring wrap, Dennis Ross won an Apimondia 
eco bag and Marg Smith received the recipe book and poster. 
Thanks to everyone who donated items and those who bought 
tickets. 
 
Ron Rudiak, Secretary - RRAA            —–//\\—– 

ABC Rural - Broadcasting Australia 

Sticky times for leatherwood honey 

Monday, 23/03/2009 
Tasmanian honey producers are ranking this year's leatherwood 
harvest as one of the worst on record. Leatherwood is the main 
money-maker for Tasmanian apiarists. 
Lindsay Bourke, from Cradle Mountain Honey, employs up to six 
beekeepers to harvest leatherwood across both the west and north 
west, and estimates that his harvest has been halved. 
"Some of the beekeepers who didn't have [carryover] stock will 
find it very difficult this year to supply contracts," he says. Mr 
Bourke puts the poor crop down to the season being too cold and 
dry.                                   ——//\\—— 
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Insurance Benefit for Honey Producers 
By Cathy deLaroque Grassinger 
 
The Co-operators will extend liability insurance to members 
of the Manitoba Beekeepers Association and Red River 

Apiarists Association through a certificate of insurance is-
sued in the name of the member under the Associations’ mas-
ter policy which provides coverage to a limit of $1,000,000 
per occurrence plus the duty by The company to defend the 
insured including the costs to do so.  These certificates will 
provide you the liability coverage you will need to attend 
trade shows, fairs, exhibits, etc. and are available for $45 per 
year. 
 
Commercial Liability Insurance is designed to pay those 
sums for which an insured becomes legally obligated to pay 
because of bodily injury or property damage caused to an-
other through pursuits of the insured business. In addition the 
Member Certificate provides coverage for: 
 
a) Personal Injury coverage in the amount of $1,000,000; 
injury other than bodily such as Oral and/ or written publica-
tion of materials that slander/ libel a person or violate their 
right to privacy. 
 
b) Medical Expenses coverage in the amount of $2,500; 
these are amounts that become payable for bodily injury 
caused by an accident for which the insured may or may not 
be legally responsible to pay including things like dental ser-
vices, ambulance, etc. 
 
To obtain coverage for your operation, please refer to the 
Beekeepers Insurance when you contact Cathy, Slater Roy 
Agencies, at 204-467-8927, or e-mail  
slater_roy_agencies@cooperators.ca          —–//\\—– 
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RRAA Internet Site 
 
The Red River Apiarists’ Association Internet site launched 1 
March 2009. 
This site has been designed for easy access to Beekeeping in-
formation in Manitoba, whether by beginners or the advanced 
beekeepers.  The site offers access to sales of supplies or those 
seeking a buyer for equipment one has for sale.  A link is pro-
vided to a membership form for current or new members were 
the form could be filled out, printed and mailed to the address 
on the form with a cheque.  Additionally a student page gives 
information on the association and it’s free offer of one’s 
membership to students taking the University of Manitoba’s 
Beekeeping course. 
 This site promotes beekeeping in Manitoba and the benefits of 
belonging to and attending the Association’s regular meetings 
for support and guidance 
Visit the site www.beekeepingmanitoba.com and letting us 
know what you think or what we can add.  In the next few 
weeks “Google” will recognize the name Red River Apiarists’. 

—–//\\—– 

Alberta's niche industries looking for workers 

Updated Sun. Mar. 22 2009 1:19 PM ET 
The Canadian Press 
 
EDMONTON -- Once the golden goose of the Canadian 
economy, Alberta is now shedding jobs like feathers, but 
those on the front lines of niche industries say the work is 
still there. In other words, give us your watchers of weight, 
your sewers of thread and keepers of bees. Niche industries, 
according to government projections, are taking their place 
along with the high-profile staff-starved occupations -- such 
as health care workers and school teachers -- as homes for 
those looking to reinvent themselves in the new red-ink econ-
omy.  Albertans were hit last week with new Statistics Can-
ada numbers that revealed the province lost 5,700 jobs in 
January and another 23,700 in February, most of them in the 
resource sector.  
 
Part of the problem is Alberta's aging workforce. Last month, 
Alberta's Employment and Immigration Department reported 
that the number of workers aged 55 and older hit 14 per cent 
in 2007, up from 9.5 per cent a decade earlier.  
By comparison, the percentage of workers under 35 just en-
tering their prime working years fell two percentage points 
over a decade to land at 41 per cent in 2007. Almost half the 
farm workers in Alberta are 55 years and older while one in 
three tailors and dressmakers are in that cohort.  
 
In the southern Alberta community of Cayley, Terry  
Greidanus said he is forever looking for more than a few 
good men and women to join his bee team.  
 
"We're a niche industry. We're not like the cattle producers, 
the primary industry in the province. We're small but still 
we're important," said Greidanus, president of the Alberta 
beekeepers trade organization.  The problem, he said, is that 
beekeeping is seasonal.  "We can hire local -- and I guess 
with this recession it's probably easier to hire local -- but the 
problem is if you get somebody good, you have to lay them 
off after six months.  
 
"And if you've got somebody from the oilfields making $35 
an hour, they're not going to be looking for a beekeeping job. 
Their pay's going to be cut in half, so it's unlikely we'll get 
somebody like that."  
 
Right now, he said, they're focusing on bringing in workers 
from Mexico, the Philippines and Nicaragua, but are always 
willing to train someone locally.  
 
Beekeepers say it takes two years or more to train someone to 
look after the colonies unsupervised, making sure the queen 
is OK, that disease has not taken hold, and then drawing out 
the honey.  
"There are all kinds of tricks that a person needs to learn," 
said Greidanus. "But if that person is willing and reliable, 
you're going to spend time to train that person."   —//\\— 



The Bee Cause is the official publication of the Red River Apiarists’ 
Association for distribution to its members and their colleagues in 
the beekeeping industry. It is published eight times a year on a 
monthly basis excepting December and the summer months of 
June, July, and August when membership meetings do not occur. 

Articles can be best submitted in word documents as email at-
tachments. Though they may be edited for spelling and basic 
grammar, no changes will be made to their contents, message and 
opinions. They are those of their originator and not of the Red 
River Apiarist Association.  

Deadline for any submission to this newsletter is the second Sat-
urday preceding the membership meeting to allow for publishing 
and mailing delays. Regular membership meetings are normally 
scheduled 7:30 PM on the second Tuesday of every month at the 
River Heights Community Centre located at 1370 Grosvenor 
Avenue in Winnipeg except the months as noted above. 

The Red River Apiarists’ Association, formed in 1963, represents 
the beekeepers of the Red River Valley and environs in southern 
Manitoba. The association provides a forum for the promotion of 
sound beekeeping practices through education, networking op-
portunities, meetings, field days, workshops, presentations by 
local apicultural experts, as well as the dissemination of this 
monthly newsletter. 

We are on the web! 

www.beekeepingmanitoba.com/ 

Red River Apiarists’ 

Association 
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C L A S S I F I E D  

1. For Sale:  Strong 5 frame nucs, some with laying 
queens $150; 4 frame nucs $125;  3 frame nucs $110. 
Available approximately May 15 weather permitting.   
Ph Dennis Ross 878-2924   
 
2. For Sale:   April-May 2009 well established strong 
healthy 4-frame nucs with queens bred from my own 
gentle hardy local stock. No foulbrood, chalkbrood, 
nosema, tracheal mites, varroa count very, very low in 
my apiary.  Also for sale: inner covers (new) out of 
3/8” plywood outer rim 7/8” + 7/8” pine $7.50. 
Ph Ted Scheuneman 338-6066, West St Paul  

 
3. For Sale:  Frames of brood and bees, also nucs 
available after May 15, 2009.  Ph  Mike Grysiuk at 
(204)831-0691, (204)330-1714 or (204)799-7973 
 
4. For Sale: 4 and 5 frame nucs available with 2008 

Editor’s Note by Ken Rowes  
 

April is here and the freeze and thaw, freeze and thaw is 
upon us. Bees are in critical states. This issue and the 
March issue targets these concerns where moisture, 
temperature, food stores and bee maladies as nosema 
and mites show their signs of destruction..   Weak hives 
need to be attended to. 
 
The beekeepers agenda of things  To Do  have begun 
for 2009.  Our classifieds have bee and equipment sales 
as well as requests for pollinators so time is running 
out.   
 
The April RRAA meeting is the launch to the summer. 
Come and share your questions and even your answers. 
Important is your well being as a beekeeper as you play 
a significant part in the Manitoba Provincial honey in-
dustry and your  quality honey product to clientele. 
 

Also  IMPORTANT  is your RRAA RENEWAL. 

 

After April newsletters will go to those who 

have renewed memberships. 

                             —//\\— 

 

RRAA meetings till summer  

 
April  14 
May  12 
 

queens. Available mid to late May, depending on the weather. 
    Wanted: Conical bee escape boards, or Conical bee escapes. 
Contact Lance Waldner (204)433-2517, cell 712-6783 or 
lancewld@gmail.com  
 
5. Wanted:  beekeeper to place 10 hives on 40 acre property 
south of Gimli, on share honey crop basis.  
For details, call Ted Rebenchuk at 642-1338. 

 
6. FOR SALE: Jabsco 15050-0675, food grade 316 stainless, pedes-
tal pump (standard 2” Sanitary Threaded Ports). The 15050  is rated 
at 50 gpm (water) and is also used to pump foods like honey, jam, 
relish and peanut butter. All bearings, O-rings, wear plates, shaft seal 
and impeller have been replaced with new Jabsco parts to provide 
new performance. New price is $2520(US). Will sell for $1250. Call 
Ron Rudiak (204)326-3763 or e-mail manbeekr@mts.net                               

 



Red River Apiarists’ Association 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

2009 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I apply for membership in the Red River Apiarists’ Association. Membership 
includes one-year subscription to the newsletter “The Bee Cause” (8 issues)- $25.00. 
 
Name ______________________________________ Tel. ________________________ 
Address ________________________________________________________________ 
City _________________________Prov.____________ Postal Code ________________ 
E-mail address ___________________________________________________________ 
Signature _______________________________________________________________ 
 
New Member [   ] Renewal [  ]  Student [  ] [free 1st year] 
 
 Other. Please specify._________________________________________________ 
 
This completed form may be brought to the meeting or mailed with your cheque to : 
 
John Speer, RRAA Treasurer 
Box 16, Group 555. Winnipeg, Manitoba   R2C 2Z2.  
 
Make cheques payable to Red River Apiarists’ Association. 
Please do not send cash in the mail. 
 

Wanted:  beekeeper to place hives on 5 acres apples, 
150 acres alfalfa, and canola in McDonald MB. access 
paved Near Hwy 1 and 16 beginning May pollination call 
Kevin Hofer 204-56-3181 
 
Wanted:  S.S Bottling Tanks Single wall or double wall 
with water jacket, good condition or repairable. Also 
needed—Belt Barrel Heater for drums: call Brian Rich 204 

739-5481.                          —–//\\— 
 
ANYTIME SNACKING SQUARES  
125 ml softened butter                         1/2 cup  
2 eggs  
45 ml cocoa                                            3 tbsp.  
250 ml flour                                             1 cup  
175 ml honey                                       2/3 cup  
25 ml milk                                               2 Tbsp.  
5 ml vanilla                                             1 tsp.  
250 ml raisins                                         1 cup  
125 ml chopped walnuts                      1/2 cup  
Combine ingredients in a large bowl, mixing until well 
combined. Spread in a well greased and floured 2 L 
(8 in.) square baking pan. Bake at 180 C (350 F) for 
25-30 minutes until done. Cut into squares while 
warm. Yields 16 squares.  

       For Your Information 

Upcoming Events  
 
June 20 MBA/RRAA Field Day, Notre Dame de 
 Lourdes, MB  
 
Sept 25-27 MBA Honey Show, Forks Market,  
 Winnipeg, MB.  
 
Nov 2-4 Alberta Beekeepers Annual General Meeting, 
 Edmonton, AB.  
 
Nov 6-15 Royal Winter Fair, Toronto, Ontario  
 
Nov 18 MBA Annual General Meeting, Neepawa, MB  
 
Nov 23-28 Canadian Western Agribition, Regina,  
 Saskatchewan.  
 
Jan 12-16 North American Beekeepers Conference,  
 Orlando, FL  
               —–//\\—–  


