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The BeeCause 

This fall has spoiled us 
with fair weather but the 
nights are colder, the bees 
are mostly put to bed, and 
we suddenly have a little 
more spare time on our 
hands.  November is our 
last meeting of the year, 
and traditionally a social 
event. We are very much 
hoping that this will be 
the last RRAA social 
night we miss, and hope 
to get to physical 
meetings before late 
winter. 

News of healthy colonies 
abounds, but also reports 
of mite counts spiking in 
the late fall.  

Oxalic acid may be one of 
our best tools on hand 
for controlling mites and 
avoiding miticide 
resistance. Dr. Medhat 
Nasr’s talk on the subject 
will give good direction 
on where some current 
research is headed, and a 
good overview of mite 
impact in beekeeping 

operations today. We 
look forward to hearing 
our esteemed guests’ 
presentation on Tuesday. 
The meeting will be 
recorded and posted if 
you cannot join us. 

There are ongoing 
discussions about the 
possibility of opening the 
border to packaged bees. 
Preliminary fact finding 
and feedback is being 
gathered to evaluate the 
need and impact of such 
an action. The MBA is 
asking the RRAA 
membership to provide 
some input and would 
like a poll on how our 
bees are faring after this 
hot and very dry summer.  
We will field that question 
and the border topic at 
the meeting on the 9th. 

January is election month! 
You too can be a part of 
the decision making and 
steerage that is the 
executive committee of 
the RRAA! Every seat is 

challengeable, and if you 
would like to step up and 
become more involved in 
the organization, now is 
the time to throw your 
hat in the ring.  If this 
isn’t in your plans for 
2022, you can nominate 
any member in good 
standing whom you think 
would be an asset to the 
operations of the 
association.  

So if you want to be an 
executive member, or feel 
that you know a great 
candidate, email me at 
honeyb@mymts.net to 
challenge or nominate, or 
declare either at our 
January meeting. 

Keep well, and we’ll see 
you on the 9th! 

John Russell 
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Next Virtual Meeting: 

November 9, 2021 

7:30PM-9:30PM 

Zoom Link TBA 

Speaker: 

Dr. Medhat Nasr 

Topic: 

Varroa Mite 
Management in Honey 
Bee Colonies: Current 
and Future Options, 
with Emphasis on 
Oxalic Acid  
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Full set up extracting equipment for 
sale 
 

15 frame extractor.  $2000 

 

Honey storage tank with stand. 33” high, 29” diameter. 
$750 

 

Capping table with pump and reservoir.  $500 

 

$3000 for everything 

 

Looking to buy 2-4 frame extractor 

 

Larry Bell. (204) 866-2292 
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Varroa Mite Management in Honey Bee 
Colonies: Current and Future Options, with 
Emphasis on Oxalic Acid 
 
The Education Committee is pleased to announce that on November 9th, 7:30PM, at our regular monthly meet-
ing, Dr. Medhat Nasr will provide us with an exciting and informative presentation on varroa mite management. 

Dr. Medhat Nasr, Saskatchewan Bee Tech adoption Program Lead, Former Alberta 
Provincial Apiculturist. Dr. Nasr has spent decades developing alternatives for mite 
control, managing miticide resistance, evaluating integrated pest management (IPM) 
programs, and the selection and breeding quality bee queens. 

His research program's success includes breeding bees resistant to tracheal mites, and 
developing effective application methods, registration of formic acid for tracheal and 
varroa mite control  (i.e., Mite Wipe, Mite Away, and Mite_Away2), oxalic acid, Hop-
Guard2 and Apivar® for Varroa treatment in Canada.  

 

Dr. Nasr’s justification for the presentation: 

 

Beekeepers in Canada, as in many other parts of the world, are facing the continuous challenge of varroa infesta-
tion management in their apiaries.  

Monitoring and control throughout the beekeeping 
season are key elements of the struggle with the virus-
transmitting parasite Varroa destructor.  

As of today, beekeepers in Canada have been reliant 
on a variety of registered synthetic (Apivar), organic 
and physical treatment options against varroa.  

Though one or a combination of these options are 
applied to control varroa mites, the development of 
resistance to Apivar has been reported across the 
country.  

Therefore, beekeepers are resorting to alternatives to 
successfully control mites in their operations. The use 
of alternatives with emphasis on oxalic acid will be 
discussed.  

Please join us for the presentation followed by ques-
tions and discussion afterward. □ 

 

Seen a video you found 
informative or would like 
a topic researched? 

You want to take part in 
RRAA conversation? 

Or do you want to adver-
tise? 

Answer the call. 

Send submissions to: 
a.tucovic@gmail.com 

Have you read an inter-
esting article? 

Would you like to share 
an observation? 

Care to share an anec-
dote from your own bee-
keeping experiences? 

Do you have an opinion 
you want to voice to the 
beekeeping community? 

The BeeCause 

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 
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Whether you are a hobbyist, 
commercial or researcher bee-
keeper, there appears to be no 
end to the variety of topics on 
the honey bee. Thanks to AI 
(or at least machine learning) 
my feed shows me some inter-
esting knowledge of apiculture. 
The front-line of beekeeping is 
all about diseases and pests, 
and the more we know the 
better to serve the longevity of 
our colonies. 

 

Can Honey Bees Survive 
Varroa Mites? The Chal-
lenges, the Tactics, the 
Future 

This is a very important bee-
keeping subject since every 
beekeeper needs to know it to 
thrive. The only magic bullets 
against Varroa mites are vigi-
lance and knowledge. You will 
need weeks to read over the 
different strategies found in the 
Journal of Insect Science. 

https://entomologytoday.org/
2021/10/14/honey-bees-
varroa-mites-integrated-pest-
management-challenges-
tactics-future/ 

 

‘Honeybees are vora-
cious’: is it time to put the 

brakes on the boom in 
beekeeping? 

Sometimes it's easy to focus on 
what's in front of us forgetting 
that beekeeping is global. The 
lessons that others are learning 
need not be lost on us across 
the oceans and spanning the 
plains. In London, England, 
beekeepers are flourishing with 
their honeybees but at what 
cost? Is it time to take a look at 
the other side of good inten-
tions. 

https://www.theguardian.com
/environment/2021/jul/24/th
is-only-saves-honeybees-the-
trouble-with-britains-
beekeeping-boom-aoe 

 

Friction-reducing honey-
bee hairs may inspire 
longer-lasting devices 

Nature is the greatest of engi-
neers. The honeybee is “hairy” 

but it's not all cosmetic. 

https://newatlas.com/science/
friction-reducing-honeybee-
hairs/ 

 

A single honeybee has 
cloned itself hundreds of 
millions of times 

Not all things sexual for the 
bees is as simple as the “birds 
and the bees”. The South Cape 
honeybee is a subspecies of the 
Western honeybee that has 
evolved to clone itself. I don't 
pretend to understand this 
form of reproduction so you 
have to read it for yourself.  

https://www.newscientist.com
/article/2280153-a-single-
honeybee-has-cloned-itself-
hundreds-of-millions-of-times/ 

 

Honeybee virus relies on 
bees' habit of cannibaliz-

From the Web 
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From the Web (continued) 
ing their young 

Little did I know that cannibal-
ization is a trait that is bred for. 
This behaviour is good against 
mite infections but also a vec-
tor for viral transmission of the 
deformed wing virus. 

https://www.livescience.com/
virus-hijacks-bee-
cannibalism.html 

 

Honey Bee Queens: Eval-
uating the Most Im-
portant Colony Member 

The most important individual 
bee in the hive - the queen - 
has a very distinct lifecycle for 
very good reason and all activi-
ties are influenced by her. 

https://bee-
health.extension.org/honey-
bee-queens-evaluating-the-
most-important-colony-
member/ 

 

This Old Bee House: 
Study Deems Hive Boxes 
Drafty, Inefficient 

As beekeepers prepare for the 
winter, it is always worth a 
thought towards their humble 
abode. Is it worthy of a Cana-
dian winter? Maybe it's time to 
think of energy efficient bee-
hives, too? 

https://entomologytoday.org/
2021/04/16/honey-bee-hive-
boxes-drafty-inefficient-
temperature/ 

 

Team identifies inflam-
mation-fighting nanopar-
ticles in honey 

You know the warm, fuzzy 
feeling of a spoon full of fresh 
honey in the morning. My sali-
vary glands were reacting just 
writing about it. Really. Here's 
to your health. 

https://phys.org/news/2021-
04-team-inflammation-
fighting-nanoparticles-
honey.amp 

 

Pollinator-Friendly Na-
tive Plant Lists 

Last month an article featured 
pollinator-friendly plants. This 
is another guide to add to the 
beekeeper's repertoire. 

https://xerces.org/publication
s/plant-lists/pollinator-plants-
northern-plains 

 

Honey bee behaviours 
within the hive: Insights 
from long-term video 
analysis 

Saving the best for last, this 
video study recording bees' 
daily behaviours really enforces 
the richness of the life of the 
honeybee. Just imagine if we 
could see what all bees do in 
the wild. 

https://journals.plos.org/plos
one/article?id=10.1371/journa
l.pone.0247323#pone.0247323
.s018 

Aleks Tucovic 
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The RRAA and the 
BeeCause for and by 
you. 

The BeeCause is the official 
publication of the Red River 
Apiarists’         Association for 
distribution to its members and 
the ir  col leagues  in  the  
beekeeping industry.  It is 
published eight times a year on a 
monthly basis, January to May 
and September to November 
when membership meetings 
occur. 

Articles can be best submitted in 
Word document by email                 
attachments.  Though they may 
be edited for spelling and basic 
grammar, no changes will be 
made to their content, message 
and opinions without the 
author’s written and expressed 
consent. They are those of their 
originator and not of the                                     
Red River Apiarists’ Association. 

Deadline for submissions to this 
newsletter is the second      
S u n d a y  p r e c e d i n g  t h e 
membership meeting to allow for 
publishing and mailing delays and 
the legal obligation to allow 
membership to review last 
meetings’ minutes for errors or 
omissions before next meeting.  

Regular membership  meetings 
a r e  n o r m a l l y                           
scheduled 7:30 on the second 
Tuesday of every month at                       
the Elmwood Legion 920 Nairn 
A v e n u e  i n  W i n n i p e g                            
except months noted above. 
Physical meetings have been                  
suspended due to Covid-19, and 
will resume as soon as it is               
safe to do so. Webinars will take 
place in their stead. 

 

YOU ARE 
AWESOME!!! 

What makes a great 
association greater? 

Involvement and 
contribution! 

When everyone does one 
small task for one hour a 
month to help the RRAA 
then we all benefit. 

WAYS TO 
CONTRIBUTE 

Mentoring a novice 
beekeeper, join a RRAA 
committee, submit an 
article or a book review for 
the newsletter, share 
experiences and advice 
with new beekeepers in 
novice webinars, network 
with novices to source 
Manitoba bred bees, 
equipment demonstration, 
and teach a class! 

TALK TO AN 
EXECUTIVE MEMBER 
FOR MORE DETAILS 

Call 204-612-2337 to 
lend a hand. 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 Executive 
 
President, John Russell  
Ph. 204-612-2337 
128 Victoria Ave. W. 
Winnipeg, MB  R2C 1S5 
Email: honeyb@mymts.net 
 
1st VP, Tim Kennedy 
Ph. 204-269-0183 
2 Baldry Bay, Winnipeg MB R3T 
3C4 
timothykennedy@yahoo.com 
 
2nd VP, Laura Wiens 
Ph. 204-805-4809 
PO Box  1002 Ile des Chenes, 
MB 
hatgurl@gmail.com 
 
Secretary, Monica Wiebe 
Ph 204-299-0648 
1193 Lorette Ave. 
Winnipeg, MB  R3M 1V8 
Email:  mowiebe@mts.net 
 
Treasurer, John Speer 
Ph 204-222-3007 
24063 Oakwood Road 
Sunnyside, MB     R5R 0H4 
Email: treasurer@rraa.ca 
 
MBA Delegate, Margaret 
Smith 
Ph 204-254-4509 
1051 P0rcher Rd 
St Andrews, MB R1A 3N4 
Email: margshoney@gmail.com 
 
Website Admin., Duane 
Versluis 
Ph 204-268-4223 
Box 12 
Tyndall, MB  R0E 2B0 
Email: rraaweb@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter Ed., Aleks 
Tucovic 
Email:  a.tucovic@gmail.com 

About the RRAA and You! 
About RRAA 

The Red River Apiarists’ 
Association, formed in 
1963, represents the 
beekeepers of the Red 
River Valley and environs 
in southern Manitoba. The 
association provides a  
forum for the promotion 
of sound beekeeping 
practices through 
education, networking                   
opportunities, meetings, 
field days, workshops, 
presentations by local  
apicultural experts, as well 
as a subscription to this 
newsletter. 
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QR readers are apps that 
make it easy to load URLs 
from the printed page or 

screen. Look for QR 
readers in your favourite 
app store on your phone. 

EDITOR’S NOTE 
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Red River Apiarists’ Association  
Membership Application 

https://rraa.ca/membership/ 
 

Please check one of the following: 

 [ ] New Member 

 [ ] Renewal 

 

Contact Information: 

Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

City:  ________________ Prov: _________ Postal Code:__________________ 

Email: ______________________________  Phone: ______________________ 

Signature: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Payments: 

 [ ] I hereby apply for membership to the RRAA ……………………….. $ 35.00/year 

  or 

[ ] I am an UofM Beekeeping Course Student (first year free)....…..... $   0.00/year  

 [ ] Optional: Beekeeper Liability Insurance: $65.00 + $5.20 …….…... $ 70.20/year 
  * Note:  Liability Insurance fees must be submitted before April 1st.   

 Total Payment ………………………………………………………..……. $_________ 
 

The RRAA membership extends for one calendar year and renewals are due in January. 

Membership includes subscription to 8 issues of the RRAA BeeCause newsletter. 

 

[ ] Cash 

[ ] Cheque 

[ ] E-Transfer  (Send To: treasurer@rraa.ca) 

 

Completed form and payment may be brought to a RRAA regular meeting, or mailed  to: 

RRAA Treasurer 

24063 Oakwood Road 

Sunnyside, MB R5R 0H4 
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Meeting Minutes for Oct. 12, 2021 RRAA meeting 
 

RRAA President, John Russell Badiuk opened the RRAA meeting which was conducted by a video conference, at 7:34 p.m. on Tuesday Oct. 12 
2021   52 screens attended the meeting using “Zoom”.  John reminded members that it was time to stop feeding and move bees home, thinking 
about wrapping. Basic tasks – mice – with warm weather lots of mice, bait everything; mouse guards and entrance reducers, know where your 
mites are at, treatment oxalic acid most effective at these temperatures,  

 

Derek as heard from Rheal – lots of high mite counts, - varroa management – take samples when you take the honey off, may still be low, keep 
checking, to make educated decisions about treatment.  Formic, bottom temp 10 degrees C.  Monitor after treatment, Derek and Rheal testing 
for resistance and there are signs of apivore/ amitraz not working as well.  Only use once a year don’t over depend as it can hurt your and other 
operations. Don’t leave in hive as this creates resistance.  Derek create google doc and shared in chat links to check out  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sjzXqMfZ5KixOERTPwC0o6-5_-31PGgvJZb4kTv887I/edit 

 

Offered to teach how to test your hives.  After oxalic vapour – window of drop – first 1-3 days or so.  

Screen bottoms and sticky boards are useful for monitoring mites. What are your mite counts right now.   

 

The Following reflects the meeting: 

 

A.  Club Business: 

-Minutes from Sept. 14, 2021 Motion to accept: Moved by: Jim Campbell and seconded by: Keith Bamford Carried 

 

-Treasure: Financial Report, sent in by John Speer and shared with members 

 

-Account amount $ 9580.41 Some cheques still waiting to be cashed 

-Membership Update, 180 members  

- Renewals for new year could start now 

 

Other committees/New Business: 

-By-Laws –  

-Honey Show – Brad Hogg – no report 

-Website – No Report 

-Social Media - Nothing 

-Mentor Program 2021 – No Report 

 

B  MBA Report – Marg Smith 

 New meeting soon. Thanks for donation for KRTP. 

 

C. Presentations 

Tim Kennedy leading discussion what are you finding in your hives: 

Ron Labbé – bees look different now darker, some brood 5-6 frames with half brood, and some larvae, -  

Ian Steppler -not lots of looking right now, but queen replacement might be - queen hiding  

Werner Krassnigg – very little brood – filling up with honey and some pollen.  A bear visited same colony twice – has a queen but not enough 
food for winter so he thought about merging his weaker hive – not enough bees to cluster – 3 frames. Thinking about putting Styrofoam to 
make it smaller and restrict the space and winter a small hive. 
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Dominique Fillion:  high mite count – still 27 mites after treatment.  Lots of open brood.  Oxalic Acid every 5 days.  Lots of wasps, and robbing reduc-
ing stores. He did oxalic at night and got stung. 

 

Jacob Young – Til a week ago lots of bearding.  White colouring on the periphery of wings – what is it?  No sugar shake, thick syrup – crystalized on 
frames is not mixed well.  Could be over feeding issue and no place to put syrup. 

 

Heather Deneka - After treatment low count not sure if she should still do treatment?  Just after Halloween vaporize – extra insurance.  Weather this 
week still conducive to dribble. 

 

Speaker: Brad Hogg 

A Beekeeping Journey, an overview of his seven years of beekeeping from his initial start up, growth, and the challenges and successes that came along 
the way. A great insight into those looking to expand towards bigger operations, just to get acquainted with the variables of growth. 

Brad has had many jobs and now is trying to make money with 150 hives of bees.  Has been an inspector and sits on MBA board. He had some capital 
equipment. Started with 11 hives and now 3 yards which he grew with many methods 

Black and White Rules 

· Know the balance and how to bring it back into balance when out of balance 

· Started with doubles and then double stacked to do drone trapping for mites and then dropped this for single box broods. 

· In winter he builds things to make it some money. Key is using time profitably.  Assembling frames is tedious. We keep bees for many reasons 
and we get honey which makes us money.   

· Networking MB for successful beekeepers. He likes the networking of MBA. 

Axioms:   

· Listen more than you talk 

· Seek advice from those who share your goals and objectives 

· Learn from your mistakes 

· Give more than you get. 

· Need failures to keep you humble 

Q & A followed.  One handed bee catcher from Mann Lake (the blue one) and he will give you a tip to improve for marking your bees.  . 

 
D.  November – Speaker: Medhat Nasr to speak – retired provincial apiarist from Alberta. 

 

Next Meeting:– November 9,2021 

Meeting adjourned 9:49 Moved By: Marg Smith Seconded By: Laura Wiens  Carried 

 

Submitted by 

Monica Wiebe 
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 MBA Report November, 2021 to RRAA  - by Marg Smith 

It is difficult to believe that we are almost at the close of another year!  Our Manitoba Beekeepers’ Association 
(MBA) Executive met in late October to receive reports and discuss plans for the new year.  Here are some high-
lights:  

Canadian Honey Council (CHC) Report- Mite levels are relatively high this year all across Canada, with the 
accompanying questions as to why and how to deal with this.  Here in Manitoba, the Western side of the province 
has reported a much higher incidence of hives collapsing than the Eastern side, with viruses being the probable 
cause. (Rheal noted that when mite levels are high, viruses are usually very present) If you are finding mites around 
1% then keep working to lower that.  

Honey prices across Canada seem to be very favourable. The sales into the USA are fairly quiet right now.  

Convention Committee – met before the Executive meeting. The consensus, in light of all factors being consid-
ered, is to do what we did last year, with an ONLINE CONVENTION for one day, with an EVENING BE-
FORE, to be held the last week in February, 2022. MBA will float the idea of holding a late Spring Outdoor 
In-Person event, where beekeepers can come together. After all, that’s what we all love, isn’t it? – That getting 
together and just talking bees!!!  

As usual, MBA will hold its AGM during the convention. This is a must, according to our bylaws.   

Convention Speakers- We are looking at these possible themes: Mite treatments – alternative treatments, conven-
tional treatments, research (Dr. Rob Currie and students), tapping into other products with Dr. Medhat Nasr and 
Dr. Rasouhl Bahreni. Perhaps the Red River Apiarists’ Assoctiation (RRAA) could organize a panel discussion on 
overwintering practices – good things said about how well organized they are about those kinds of things!   

IF YOU HAVE OTHER IDEAS FOR SPEAKERS OR TOPICS, PLEASE LET BRAD HOGG OR 
MARG SMITH KNOW; BOTH ON THE CONVENTION PLANNING COMMITTEE.  

Awards: Several are usually presented. Further information will be forthcoming.  

Meeting with the Province’s Agriculture Minister was still to come as of this writing.  Results of discussions 
will be reported at a later time.  Topics for discussion were listed in last month’s BeeCause.  

Provincial Apiarist’s report: Rheal Lafreniere. There is an article in the latest “Manitoba Beekeeper” about 
what has gone on over the past year on a national level regarding varroa testing. Rheal stressed the importance of 
keeping vigilant regarding weather and our bees and to MONITOR, MONITOR, MONITOR!  Bee Health needs 
to improve greatly before the presence of viruses (DWV, BQCV, SBV) here in the province becomes lower. He 
also speculated that if the Winter is dry, the grasshoppers could be terrible next year.  

Clinical symptoms of collapsed hives are: abandoned brood, + no bees in the hives. Rheal’s note during the sum-
mer was very timely!  

Knowledge and Research Transfer Program (KRTP) Report: Derek Micholson Resistance testing for Apivar took 
place over the Summer, using the Frank Rinkovich and Jeff Pettis methods. These tests were done on the U of M hives – 
high mite crop! The results indicate that something is going on.  Derek continued monitoring over August and September.  
During October and November, he has been in the KRTP yards finishing up preparations for Winter, using vapourized Ox-
alic Acid treatments, adjusting dosages, and figuring out how much is actually on the bees. He has also been in attendance at 
RRAA meetings and gearing up for the convention. He has been enjoying having his office in the same area at U of M as Dr. 
Currie – sharing the lab and conversations have been great. Conversations with the KRTP Steering committee will be forth-
coming, and the hiring of a summer student to help with the load that the KRTP carries. Derek hopes to take some time off 
during the Winter to spend with their new baby.   

As you can see, our meetings are packed with lots of information sharing and discussion.  That’s it for now – talk with you 
when I buzz in again in the new year! □ 


